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Academic Journal Articles

2025 “The effect of low-skill immigration restrictions on US firms and workers: Evidence from a random-
ized lottery”, American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, forthcoming (with Ethan G. Lewis).〈
Co-released with GMU Dept. of Economics, earlier version at IZA, CReAM, CESifo, and CGD

〉
⊲ Summary for VoxEU; Featured in the NBERDigest, December 2022; Referenced byWhite
House Council of Economic Advisers in Economic Report of the President, March 2023

⊲ Covered byWall Street Journal [bis], NPR, NBC, CNN, The Atlantic, Bloomberg Law [bis],
Forbes, IZA Newsroom (Auf Deutsch), Macro Roundup

https://mclem.org
https://bsky.app/profile/mclem.org
mailto:mcleme@gmu.edu
https://cepr.org/research/research-policy-networks/political-economy-migration
https://www.nber.org/papers/w30589
https://www.nber.org/papers/w30589
https://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4815293
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/15667
https://www.cream-migration.org/publ_uploads/CDP_24_22.pdf
https://www.cesifo.org/en/publications/2022/working-paper/effect-low-skill-immigration-restrictions-us-firms-and-workers
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/effect-low-skill-immigration-restrictions-us-firms-and-workers-evidence-randomized
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/restricting-hiring-low-skill-immigrants-hurts-firms-and-does-not-benefit-native-born
https://www.nber.org/digest/202212/low-skill-foreign-employees-impacts-us-firms-and-workers
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/ERP-2023.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/migrants-are-doing-better-than-ever-thanks-to-tight-labor-market-11675784935?st=vof8pkdfyogll7y&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-worlds-biggest-economies-cautiously-open-their-doors-to-more-foreign-workers-664c3549
https://www.npr.org/2022/11/04/1134417921/could-foreign-workers-unlock-americas-tight-labor-market
https://www.nbcnews.com/data-graphics/tough-immigration-laws-construction-workers-home-builders-rcna82540
https://www.cnn.com/2024/03/21/business/construction-industry-needs-immigrant-workers/index.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/podcasts/archive/2024/11/immigration-worker-wages-myth-jobs/680523/
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/daily-labor-report/winning-h-2b-lottery-means-higher-production-us-worker-hiring
https://www.fwd.us/news/new-york-economy/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stuartanderson/2022/10/26/another-study-concludes-immigration-critics-are-wrong/?sh=761360b3389f
https://newsroom.iza.org/en/archive/research/how-firms-adjust-when-they-cannot-hire-foreigners-for-low-skill-work/
https://newsroom.iza.org/de/archive/research/how-firms-adjust-when-they-cannot-hire-foreigners-for-low-skill-work/
https://www.edwardconard.com/macro-roundup/us-firms-that-won-a-low-skill-h2b-work-visa-lottery-in-2021-22-and-hired-temporary-foreign-workers-saw-higher-revenue-and-investment-with-no-crowding-out-of-temporary-domestic-workers-m_clem-ethang/?view=detail
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Academic Journal Articles, continued

2024 “Migration fromDeveloping Countries: Selection, Income Elasticity, and Simpson’s Paradox”, forth-
coming in Journal of Development Economics (with Mariapia Mendola).

〈
Pre-pub. versions at IZA,

CGD, and Centro Studi Luca d’Agliano
〉

⊲ Research Summary for VoxDev at CEPR
⊲ Covered by The Economist; United Nations Dispatch; Bistandsaktuelt; IZA Newsroom

2023 “Human Capital Investment under Exit Options: Evidence from a Natural Quasi-Experiment”, Jour-
nal of Development Economics, 163: 103112 (with Satish Chand).

〈
Pre-pub. versions at CGD and IZA

〉
⊲ Covered by The Economist, The Atlantic (bis), Guardian Nigeria

2023 “Labour Mobility with Vocational Skill: Australian Demand and Pacific Supply”, Australian Ec. Rev.
56 (4): 462–486 (with Satish Chand).

〈
Pre-pub. versions at IZA and CGD

〉
2022 “The economic and fiscal effects on the United States from reduced numbers of refugees and asylum

seekers”, Oxford Review of Economic Policy, 38 (3): 449–486.
〈
Pre-pub. versions at IZA and CGD

〉
⊲ Covered by Boston Globe, Marketwatch, Forbes, El País, NewsNation, Dziennik Gazeta

2022 “Migration on the Rise, a Paradigm in Decline: The Last Half-Century of Global Mobility”, AEA
Papers & Proceedings, 112: 257–261.

〈
Pre-pub. versions at IZA, CReAM, and CGD

〉
2022 “The effect of seasonal work visas on native employment: Evidence from U.S. farm work in the

Great Recession”, Review of International Economics, 30 (5): 1348–1374.
〈
Pre-pub. versions at IZA

and CGD
〉

⊲ Covered by theWashington Post (bis), Fortune, News & Observer
⊲ Referenced in U.S. Congress debate (video)

2022 “A Pacific Skills Visa: Improving Opportunities for Skilled Migration Throughout the Pacific Re-
gion”, Asia & the Pacific Policy Studies, 9 (3): 430–446 (with Satish Chand and Helen Dempster).〈
Pre-pub. version at CGD and IZA

〉
2021 “Violence, development, and migration waves: Evidence from Central American child migrant ap-

prehensions”, Journal of Urban Economics, 124 (July): 103355.
〈
Pre-pub. versions at IZA and CGD

〉
⊲Covered byNewYorker;Washington Post (bis);Wall Street Journal; The Atlantic;American
Prospect; Forbes; PolitiFact

2019 “The Place Premium: Bounding the Price Equivalent of Migration Barriers”, Review of Economics
and Statistics, 101 (2): 201–213 (with Claudio Montenegro and Lant Pritchett).

〈
Pre-pub. versions at

CGD, Harvard University
〉

⊲ Covered by the New York Times; The Economist (bis); The Atlantic; Axios; El País; Quartz; Vox
⊲ Replication code at DOI:10.7910/DVN/DHZUOT

2019 “The New Economic Case for Migration Restrictions: An Assessment”, Journal of Development Eco-
nomics, 138: 153–164 (with Lant Pritchett).

〈
Pre-pub. versions at CGD, IZA, and Harvard University

〉
⊲ Covered by the New York Times and The Economist

⊲ Replication code and data at DOI:10.7910/DVN/HFTDQZ

2019 “The Labor Market Effects of Refugee Waves: Reconciling Conflicting Results”, ILR Review, 72 (4):
818–857 (with Jennifer Hunt).

〈
Pre-pub. version; Co-released with CGD, LSE, IZA, and CEPR

〉
⊲ Summary for VoxEU
⊲ Covered by The Atlantic, NPR Planet Money; New York Times; Bloomberg; Wall Street
Journal; The Economist (bis); Washington Post; CNBC; U.S. News; Miami New Times; Huff-
ington Post; Bloomberg Surveillance (1:20:15)

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2024.103359
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/13612/migration-from-developing-countries-selection-income-elasticity-and-simpsons-paradox
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/migration-developing-countries-selection-income-elasticity-and-simpsons-paradox
https://ssrn.com/abstract=3688065
https://voxdev.org/topic/migration-urbanisation/who-migrates-developing-countries
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2020/08/29/the-idea-that-aid-and-development-slow-migration-is-wrong
https://go.shr.lc/2YdHJUL
https://www.bistandsaktuelt.no/nyheter/2020/bistand-stanser-ikke-migrasjon-i-forste-omgang/
https://newsroom.iza.org/en/archive/research/does-economic-development-deter-workers-from-leaving-poor-countries/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2023.103112
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/human-capital-investment-under-exit-options-revision.pdf
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/12173/human-capital-investment-under-exit-options-evidence-from-a-natural-quasi-experiment
http://www.economist.com/news/special-report/21707835-economic-migrants-are-seen-threat-jobs-and-welfare-state-reality-more
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2014/02/why-brain-drain-can-actually-benefit-african-countries/283750/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/03/americans-can-learn-fiji-immigration/584539/
https://guardian.ng/technology/talent-gain-vs-brain-drain/
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8462.12522
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/14848
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/labour-mobility-vocational-skill-australian-demand-and-pacific-supply
http://doi.org/10.1093/oxrep/grac012
http://doi.org/10.1093/oxrep/grac012
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/15317
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/economic-and-fiscal-effects-united-states-reduced-numbers-refugees-and-asylum-seekers
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2023/01/31/business/how-do-we-solve-labor-shortage-bring-more-immigrants/?p1=StaffPage
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/u-s-economy-loses-billions-of-dollars-a-year-due-to-the-sharp-decline-in-refugee-admissions-economists-says-11663698920
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stuartanderson/2022/10/03/immigrants-provide-huge-benefits-to-us-taxpayers
https://elpais.com/economia/negocios/2022-09-19/un-mundo-en-diaspora-continua-por-que-los-refugiados-son-un-activo-contra-la-recesion.html
https://www.newsnationnow.com/us-news/immigration/study-fewer-refugees-economy/
https://app.meltwater.com/newsletters/analytics/view/55d6156c96f3565f6ac8533c/newsletter/6246fd4a5020fd00146a7dac/distribution/632de2806545ca0014b0d113/document/DZIENK0020220906ei960001h
http://doi.org/10.1257/pandp.20221050
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/15045
https://www.cream-migration.org/publ_uploads/CDP_02_22_1.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/migration-rise-paradigm-decline-last-half-century-global-mobility
http://doi.org/10.1111/roie.12603
http://doi.org/10.1111/roie.12603
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/10492
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/05/15/north-carolina-needed-6500-farm-workers-only-7-americans-stuck-it-out/?utm_term=.4ad1c2307e35
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/food/in-an-immigration-crackdown-who-will-pick-our-produce/2017/03/17/cc1c6df4-0a5d-11e7-93dc-00f9bdd74ed1_story.html
http://fortune.com/2018/06/18/immigration-policy-farm-labor-shortage
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/business/article160086719.html
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2018-06-20/html/CREC-2018-06-20-pt1-PgH5358.htm
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4744783/russell
https://doi.org/10.1002/app5.355
https://doi.org/10.1002/app5.355
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/pacific-skills-visa-improving-opportunities-skilled-migration-throughout-pacific-region
https://www.iza.org/publications/pp/183
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jue.2021.103355
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jue.2021.103355
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/10928
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/violence-development-and-migration-waves-evidence-central-american-child-migrant
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2019/06/03/the-challenge-at-the-border-shows-no-signs-of-abating
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/06/29/why-are-so-many-children-coming-to-the-u-s-from-central-america-in-the-first-place/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/world/wp/2019/04/19/feature/this-school-aims-to-keep-young-guatemalans-from-migrating-they-dont-know-its-funded-by-the-u-s-government/?utm_term=.aa5a571bd400
https://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2017/07/27/violence-can-be-as-powerful-as-economics-in-driving-immigration/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/04/beto-orourke-has-way-out-trumps-immigration-trap/586201/
http://prospect.org/article/other-imperiled-immigrants
http://prospect.org/article/other-imperiled-immigrants
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stuartanderson/2018/05/24/reagan-versus-trump-on-the-free-movement-of-people
http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2018/jun/29/does-america-face-refugee-or-immigration-problem/
https://doi.org/10.1162/rest_a_00776
http://www.iza.org/en/webcontent/publications/papers/viewAbstract?dp_id=9789
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/centers/cid/publications/faculty-working-papers/bounding-price-equivalent-migration-barriers
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/17/business/the-egalitarian-tradition-of-economics.html
http://www.economist.com/news/special-report/21688584-moving-around-good-young-people-governments-stand-their-way-high-hopes-meet
http://www.economist.com/news/finance-and-economics/21718873-whatever-politicians-say-world-needs-more-immigration-not-less
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/04/if-people-could-immigrate-anywhere-would-poverty-be-eliminated/275332/
https://www.axios.com/newsletters/axios-edge-11db0637-5aac-4bbe-b24b-5d48a5b8393c.html
http://elpais.com/elpais/2016/02/16/planeta_futuro/1455634133_898420.html
https://qz.com/1624842/keeping-immigrants-out-of-us-may-be-a-trillion-dollar-mistake/
https://www.vox.com/2020/8/13/21364392/kamala-harris-immigration
https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/DHZUOT
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2018.12.003
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/new-economic-case-migration-restrictions-assessment-working-paper-423
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/9730
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/centers/cid/publications/faculty-working-papers/migration-restrictions
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/14/business/economy/immigration-productivity-economists.html
https://www.economist.com/briefing/2018/08/25/governments-need-better-ways-to-manage-migration
https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/HFTDQZ
https://doi.org/10.1177/0019793918824597
http://www.nber.org/papers/w23433
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/labor-market-effects-of-refugee-waves-reconciling-conflicting-results
http://cep.lse.ac.uk/_new/publications/abstract.asp?index=5509
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/10928
http://cepr.org/active/publications/discussion_papers/dp.php?dpno=12050
http://voxeu.org/article/refugees-have-little-effect-native-worker-wages
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/10/immigration-working-class-wages/680128/
https://www.npr.org/2024/06/28/1197959366/immigration-economics-mariel-boatlift
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/24/business/economy/immigration-jobs.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2017-06-16/immigrants-don-t-steal-from-americans-paychecks
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-great-mariel-boatlift-experiment-1497630468
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-great-mariel-boatlift-experiment-1497630468
http://www.economist.com/blogs/freeexchange/2017/06/immigration-economics
https://www.economist.com/news/international/21740726-it-eases-fiscal-burden-without-hurting-locals-prospects-european-countries-should-make
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/politics/wp/2017/08/02/a-reporter-pressed-the-white-house-for-data-thats-when-things-got-tense/?utm_term=.01472b6dda27
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/09/28/are-immigrants-taking-jobs-from-us-workers-heres-what-economists-say.html
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/articles/2019-04-19/history-shows-sanctuary-cities-can-thrive-with-influx-of-immigrants
http://www.miaminewtimes.com/news/stephen-miller-uses-debunked-mariel-boatlift-study-to-back-trump-immigration-crackdown-9545760
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/stephen-miller-immigration-income-inequality_us_59839665e4b041356ebed8ac
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/stephen-miller-immigration-income-inequality_us_59839665e4b041356ebed8ac
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2017-09-20/full-show-surveillance-09-19-video
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Academic Journal Articles, continued

2018 “Immigration Restrictions as Active LaborMarket Policy: Evidence from theMexican Bracero Exclu-
sion”, American Economic Review, 108 (6): 1468–1487 (with Ethan G. Lewis and Hannah M. Postel).〈
Pre-pub. versions at NBER, CGD, and IZA

〉
⊲ Summary for VoxEU
⊲ Covered by New York Times (bis); The Economist (bis, bis); WSJ; AP; Frankfurter Allge-
meine Zeitung; Vox; El Diario; Newsweek; NY Daily News; Bloomberg; featured by NBER
Digest
⊲ Replication code and data at https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/bracero

2018 “Why don’t remittances appear to affect growth?”, Economic Journal, 128 (612): F179–F209 (with
David McKenzie).

〈
Pre-pub. version; Co-released with World Bank

〉
⊲ Covered by The Economist

2018 “Deterring Emigration with Foreign Aid: An Overview of Evidence from Low-Income Countries”,
Population and Development Review, 44 (4): 667–693 (with Hannah M. Postel).

〈
Pre-pub. version;

Co-released with GLM-LIC and IZA
〉

⊲ Covered by Financial Times; New York Times; The Economist; Washington Post; The
Guardian; Mother Jones; CS Monitor; Die Welt; El País; De Standaard; CQ Researcher; Vox

2018 “Testing for repugnance in economic transactions: Evidence from guest work in the Gulf”, Journal
of Legal Studies, 47 (S1): S5–S44.

〈
Pre-pub. version; Co-released with IZA

〉
⊲ Covered by theWashington Post

2017 “Split Decisions: Household Finance When a Policy Discontinuity Allocates Overseas Work”, Re-
view of Economics and Statistics, 99 (3); 531–543 (with Erwin R. Tiongson).

〈
Pre-pub. version

〉
⊲ Replication code and data at DOI:10.7910/DVN/2DO8QP

2017 “The Meaning of Failed Replications: A Review and Proposal”, Journal of Economic Surveys, 31 (1):
326–342.

〈
Pre-pub. version

〉
2017 “TemporaryWork Visas as U.S.-Haiti Development Cooperation: A Preliminary Impact Evaluation”,

IZA Journal of Labor & Development, 6: 4 (with Hannah Postel).
〈
Pre-pub. version

〉
⊲ Replication code and data at DOI:10.7910/DVN/J6P2KT
⊲ Covered by The Economist (bis, ter); Washington Post; Reuters; NBC; CNN; UPI; Miami
Herald; La Opinión

2016 “The New Role for the World Bank”, Journal of Economic Perspectives, 30 (1): 53–76 (with Michael
Kremer).

〈
Pre-pub. version

〉
⊲ Covered by Vox

2016 “Losing Our Minds? New research directions on skilled migration and development”, International
Journal of Manpower, 37 (7): 1227–1248.

〈
Pre-pub. version

〉
⊲ Covered by the Financial Times

2015 “Global Skill Partnerships: A proposal for technical training in amobile world”, IZA Journal of Labor
Policy, 4:2.

〈
Pre-pub. version

〉
⊲ Proposal endorsed by the UN Secretary General and the UN Marrakesh Compact for
Migration, Objective 18. Covered by Inter Press Service; El País

2015 “Skill Development and Regional Mobility: Lessons from the Australia-Pacific Technical College”,
Journal of Development Studies, 51 (11): 1502–1517 (with Colum Graham and Stephen Howes).

〈
Pre-

pub. version
〉

2014 “A case against taxes and quotas on skilled emigration”, Journal of Globalization and Development,
5 (1): 1–39.

〈
Pre-pub. version

〉

http://doi.org/10.1257/aer.20170765
http://doi.org/10.1257/aer.20170765
http://www.nber.org/papers/w23125
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/immigration-restrictions-active-labor-market-policy-evidence-mexican-bracero-exclusion
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/10512
http://voxeu.org/article/impact-immigration-barriers-native-workers
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/03/us/politics/legal-immigration-jobs-economy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/08/business/economy/immigrants-skills-economy-jobs.html
http://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21716055-least-it-didnt-when-america-tried-1960s-kicking-out-immigrants-doesnt-raise
https://www.economist.com/united-states/2020/02/13/immigration-to-america-is-down-wages-are-up
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2025/01/06/can-americas-economy-cope-with-mass-deportations?giftId=99a28eed-2baf-467a-a9c2-d775c0b59d86&utm_campaign=gifted_articlestata
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2017/02/08/what-happened-when-the-u-s-got-rid-of-guest-workers-farms-used-less-labor
http://www.seattletimes.com/business/why-deporting-undocumented-immigrants-could-slow-us-economy/
http://www.faz.net/-gqe-8vdon
http://www.faz.net/-gqe-8vdon
http://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/4/3/14624918/the-case-for-immigration
https://eldiariony.com/2017/07/17/estados-unidos-redujo-la-inmigracion-legal-anteriormente-en-la-historia-los-salarios-no-subieron/
http://www.newsweek.com/where-stephen-miller-gets-immigration-and-american-jobs-so-wrong-646316
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/fmr-cnn-pundit-kayleigh-mcenany-presents-trump-real-news-article-1.3388739
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2017-08-10/the-pitfalls-of-cutting-low-skilled-immigration
http://www.nber.org/digest/apr17/apr17.pdf
http://www.nber.org/digest/apr17/apr17.pdf
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/bracero
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/ecoj.12463
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/why-dont-remittances-appear-affect-growth-working-paper-366
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2014/05/06/000158349_20140506090632/Rendered/PDF/WPS6856.pdf
http://www.economist.com/blogs/freeexchange/2014/08/remittances-and-growth
http://doi.org/10.1111/padr.12184
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/deterring-emigration-foreign-aid-overview-evidence-low-income-countries
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