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Abstract

How does the electoral success of a far-right political force shape the strate-

gies and policy platforms of mainstream candidates? We answer this question

by exploiting the political shock of the creation of the Front National, an anti-

immigration party, in 1972 and its sudden electoral breakthrough in the 1980s.

Through a comprehensive textual analysis of candidate manifestos in French par-

liamentary elections from 1968 to 1997, we find that right-wing candidates respond

to local far-right success, measured as voting shares, by amplifying the salience

of immigration in their manifestos. They also adopt more negative positions on

immigration and increasingly associate it with issues such as crime and the welfare

state. In contrast, the ideological positions of left-wing candidates do not shift in

response to far-right electoral gains. We finally show that the strategic adjustments

of right-wing candidates help mitigate electoral losses to far-right competitors.

JEL codes: F22, P16, D72

Keywords: Political Economy, Anti-immigrant Parties, Electoral competition,

Party Platform, Immigration

We thank Cevat Aksoy, Daniel Auer, Apurav Bhatiya, Francesco Campo, Jérôme Gonnot, Giovanni
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1 Introduction

Far-right parties have recently achieved greater electoral success across Europe and be-

yond, reshaping political landscapes at the national level (Guriev and Papaioannou,

2022). Examples include the Rassemblement National in France, AfD in Germany, and

both the Lega and Fratelli d’Italia in Italy, among others. This rise has often disrupted

the traditional political order in countries historically characterized by competition be-

tween dominant mainstream parties. A common feature of these nationalist parties is the

centrality of immigration in their discourse, where immigrants are portrayed as a threat to

economic stability, national security, and cultural identity (Alesina and Tabellini, 2024).

Although the increasing salience of immigration has yielded electoral gains for far-right

candidates (Edo et al., 2020), little is known about whether, how, and why mainstream

party candidates adjusted their policy positions, particularly on immigration, in response

to increasing competition from the far right.

This paper provides causal evidence on how the local success of the far right (measured

as voting shares) affects both the policy positions of mainstream candidates (measured

in their political manifestos) and the strategic electoral incentives underlying these ad-

justments. We exploit the political shock caused by the 1972 creation of the far-right

party Front National (hereafter FN) in France, the predecessor of the Rassemblement

National, and its sudden electoral breakthrough in the 1980s. Following World War II,

the French political landscape was indeed dominated by the two major mainstream right-

and left-wing orientations, with far-right forces significantly marginalized. The emergence

of the FN marked a turning point, as far-right vote shares in parliamentary elections rose

sharply from less than 1% in 1981 to 15% in 1997 (Azéma and Winock, 1993; Gautier,

2017). Since the FN’s rise was uneven across the territory, this political shock generates

time-varying cross-district variation in exposure to far-right success, which we exploit to

test whether increases in local far-right vote shares influence the platforms of mainstream

candidates. While our case study offers a historical episode to assess the effect of far-

right emergence on mainstream politics, it also sheds light on ongoing political dynamics

in many Western democracies, where mainstream established political orientations are

increasingly challenged by the rise of far-right and anti-immigrant parties (Abou-Chadi

et al., 2022a).1

Local shifts in public opinion and voter preferences may simultaneously influence both

far-right electoral support and mainstream candidates’ platforms (Abou-Chadi, 2016;

1Examples include the rise of the AfD in Germany, which has challenged the traditional dominance of
centrist parties such as the CDU/CSU and SPD, and the recent electoral breakthrough of Nigel Farage’s
Reform UK, which appears to have influenced the 2025 anti-immigration reforms introduced by the
Labour government.
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Abou-Chadi and Krause, 2020), challenging the identification of how a far-right break-

through changes mainstream candidates’ incentives to adjust. To address this concern,

we introduce an identification strategy that combines district-level panel variation across

successive elections with a shift-share-type instrument.2 Specifically, we exploit the spa-

tial distribution of Jean-Louis Tixier-Vignancour’s (JLTV) vote in the 1965 presidential

election to isolate supply-driven local variation in far-right voting shares in subsequent

parliamentary elections. JLTV was a far-right politician best known for his strong oppo-

sition to Gaullism and Algerian independence, notably remaining silent on immigration

issues. With the support of his campaign director, Jean-Marie Le Pen (the founder of

the FN), JLTV’s electoral campaign played an important role in securing the far right’s

initial electoral foothold and expanding its presence across France during the 1980s. The

exclusion restriction, which requires the local distribution of votes obtained by JLTV

to be uncorrelated with manifestos’ content after 1968, conditional on fixed effects and

observable socio-economic characteristics, is assessed through a series of pre-trend tests.

We measure candidate policy platforms through a comprehensive text analysis of ap-

proximately 18,000 manifestos from first-round parliamentary candidates between 1968

and 1997, in 204 reconstituted, time-invariant electoral districts. We focus on this pe-

riod to exploit the sharp and substantial rise of a far-right party and to investigate its

impact on mainstream politics.3 We use recent advances in natural language processing

to measure the salience and framing of immigration in each manifesto, including whether

immigration is presented in a positive or negative light, and how it is associated with

other topics.

Our results show that an increase in local support for far-right parties raises the

salience of immigration in the manifestos of right-wing candidates only. Specifically,

our baseline estimate implies that a one percentage point increase in the vote share

for far-right parties in a given district raises the share of immigration-related words in

right-wing candidate manifestos by 0.05 percentage points, or about 17% relative to the

average share of 0.3% within this political orientation. Yet, we find no effect on those of

mainstream left-wing candidates. This asymmetric impact by political orientation aligns

with preliminary evidence that the rise of anti-immigration parties is more detrimental

to the right, likely due to its closer ideological proximity to the far right than the left

2In settings where the far right has already gained electoral ground, an alternative approach is
a regression-discontinuity design that uses close-election margins as exogenous variation in far-right
representation in parliament (Abou-Chadi and Krause, 2020) or in access to the second round, following
(Di Tella et al., 2025). By design, this strategy cannot be implemented when far-right gains are too
limited for their candidates to reach the second round or win parliamentary seats, yet still large enough
to intensify electoral competition and shift mainstream candidates’ policy positions.

3We do not exploit more recent data because systematic candidate manifestos are not available in the
French electoral archives after 1997. Also, the year 1997 marked a peak in votes for the Front National,
which was followed by a decline in its electoral support until a resurgence in 2012.
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(Adams and Somer-Topcu, 2009; Wagner and Meyer, 2017). As a result, right-wing

candidates have stronger incentives to align their positions with the far right, adjusting

their immigration discourse to avoid losing votes.

We corroborate these results by applying the identification strategy of (Autor et al.,

2013; Dustmann et al., 2017). We use first-difference estimates at the district level to

examine the impact of the “FN shock” (i.e., the sharp electoral gains of the FN in

the 1980s) on changes in mainstream parties’ immigration policy positions. We find that

post-1980 local changes in far-right voting increase the immigration rhetoric in right-wing

manifestos, with no effect for left-wing candidates. More importantly, our event-study

regressions show that the instrumented “FN shock” is not correlated with earlier shifts

in immigration policy positions. This lack of correlation indicates that this political

shock occurred in districts for reasons unrelated to candidates’ stances on immigration,

providing additional support for the validity of our empirical strategy.

Investigations into the nature of adjustments among mainstream right-wing candi-

dates yield three additional key findings. First, right-wing candidates’ response to the

rise of the far right is limited to immigration issues and does not extend to other policy

areas. This underscores the centrality of immigration in the competition for conservative

votes, which appears to revolve mainly around this issue. Second, rather than counter-

ing far-right positions on immigration, right-wing candidates increasingly adopt similarly

negative stances, signaling convergence rather than opposition. Third, their manifestos

often link immigration to concerns about crime and pressure on the welfare state.4 In

sum, our findings indicate that rising support for far-right parties pushes mainstream

right-wing candidates to move closer to far-right positions on their defining issue.

Finally, to evaluate the electoral consequences of these policy shifts among mainstream

right-wing candidates, we also conduct a district-year level analysis, using interaction

terms between far-right voting and proxies for right-wing candidates’ adjustments on

immigration issues averaged at the party level. We find that the negative impact of far-

right voting on electoral support for the mainstream right is mitigated when right-wing

candidates increase the salience of immigration in their platforms, adopt more restrictive

positions on the issue, and link immigration to concerns about crime. These results offer a

rational explanation for the strategic behavior of vote-maximizing mainstream right-wing

candidates, who shift their ideological positions to retain conservative voters and limit

electoral losses to far-right competitors.5 No comparable effects are observed for left-wing

4This finding is consistent with evidence that European citizens who hold negative attitudes toward
immigration tend to associate it with these two dimensions (Dustmann and Preston, 2007; Semyonov
et al., 2008; Barrera-Rodŕıguez et al., 2024).

5This aligns with (Meguid, 2005; Krause et al., 2023), who explain that policy convergence (i.e.,
accommodation strategies) by mainstream parties to draw voters away from an emerging competitor can
yield electoral benefits. More generally, our results add to the mixed evidence on whether moving to
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candidates, which sheds light on the puzzle raised by Alesina and Tabellini (2024) as to

why anti-immigration rhetoric has become a salient feature of right-wing, rather than

left-wing, parties.

The influence of the electoral success of the far right on the right-wing political

shift, which we highlight in this paper, was not without policy effects. It allowed anti-

immigration parties “to influence policy output in their political systems without entering

government” (Van Spanje, 2010, p. 563). Indeed, in the French context, the tendency of

right-wing politicians to focus more on immigration in the public sphere was crystallized

by the famous stance of the right-wing Interior Minister Charles Pasqua, who declared in

June 1993 that France should aim for “zero immigration”. This rhetoric, closely aligned

with the far-right agenda, reflected in the 1993 “Loi Pasqua”, which aimed to restrict

access to citizenship, limit family reunification, and implement harsher measures against

illegal immigration.6

This paper contributes to the literature on the political economy of immigration

(Alesina and Tabellini, 2024), which mainly focuses on the demand side, specifically,

the impact of immigration on native attitudes and voting behavior. However, a critical

yet often overlooked question concerns the determinants of the supply side, namely, how

and why candidates and parties shape their platforms around immigration. A few no-

table exceptions have studied the impact of immigration on political platforms, measuring

immigration rhetoric through the textual analysis of political speeches (Bhatiya, 2024;

Shamsi, 2024), the ideological orientation of campaign donors (Dreher et al., 2020), and

the salience and framing of immigration in national party manifestos (Docquier et al.,

2024). Our paper contributes to these studies by leveraging the French political context

to examine how local electoral competition, triggered by the rise of a far-right party,

shapes political discourse.7

Using candidate-level manifestos is a key feature of our analysis, as they reveal how

candidates tailor messages to local voters and allow for fine-grained analysis of ideological

the far right by adopting a more immigration-skeptical stance constitutes an efficient electoral strategy
for mainstream parties (Spoon and Klüver, 2020; Abou-Chadi et al., 2022b; Hjorth and Larsen, 2022;
Turnbull-Dugarte et al., 2025)

6Appendix D8 reports that voting data on immigration laws do not allow us to identify the impact
of far-right success on mainstream elected deputies’ voting behavior. Indeed, very few roll-call votes
on relevant bills are publicly available over our period of analysis, and strong party discipline produces
virtually no variation across deputies from the same political orientation.

7We also contribute to the literature on the political consequences of immigration by systematically
estimating the causal impact of the local share of immigrants on the salience of immigration in mainstream
candidates’ manifestos. Following Card (2001), we address the non-random allocation of immigrants
using a shift-share instrument based on their origin-specific historical distribution across electoral districts
in 1954. While the average impact of immigration does not affect the immigration-related content
of mainstream party manifestos, we show that this response depends on the skill composition of the
immigrant population. Specifically, an increase in the share of low-educated immigrants in a given
district leads to a higher share of immigration-related words in right-wing candidates’ manifestos.
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variation within parties and districts. Unlike national party manifestos or parliamentary

speeches, they include both winners and losers, capturing the full range of policy positions

during electoral competition. Our approach also yields a more precise and comprehensive

measure of issue salience on topics such as immigration and insecurity than donor data.

By linking district-level electoral outcomes to candidate-level manifesto content, our em-

pirical analysis exploits a level of granularity rarely used in previous research. Closer to

our analysis in terms of period (1962-1974) and context (France), Cefalà (2023) uses simi-

lar political manifesto data and finds that the repatriation of French citizens from Algeria

increased the salience of repatriate-related issues in far-right platforms. Our analysis dif-

fers in two main respects. First, we estimate the impact of immigrant inflows (rather

than changes in the size of the French electorate) on the immigration policy positions of

mainstream parties over the 1968–1997 period. Second, and more importantly, we study

how and why mainstream candidates adjust their political discourse in response to the

emergence of the far right.

This paper also contributes to the political economy literature on electoral competition

and strategies. To attract electoral support, political candidates and parties can adopt

various strategies, including adjusting their policy platforms to better align with voters’

preferences (Di Tella et al., 2025).8 In the classic two-party setting, the median voter

theory predicts that mainstream parties converge in their policy positions, as proximity to

the median voter maximizes electoral support (Hotelling, 1929; Downs, 1957a). However,

this prediction is called into question when a third political force enters the scene (Palfrey,

1984; Grofman, 2004).9 By exploiting the rise in electoral competition triggered by the

emergence of a third far-right party into a political landscape previously dominated by

two mainstream parties, our empirical setting provides insight into how their ideological

positions may adjust in this context.

Relying on cross-country variation and national party manifestos from the Compara-

tive Manifesto Project (CMP) or expert surveys, several studies provide suggestive evi-

dence of party contagion, i.e., that mainstream parties adjust their ideological positions

in response to rising electoral competition from rival parties (see, e.g., Adams and Somer-

Topcu, 2009; Van Spanje, 2010; Han, 2015; Abou-Chadi, 2016). Abou-Chadi and Krause

(2020) is the first causal evidence on party contagion, exploiting a regression discon-

8Candidates and parties may also choose whether to contest elections or withdraw from races (Anagol
and Fujiwara, 2016; Pons and Tricaud, 2018), implement voter contact strategies (Gerber and Green,
2000; Pons, 2018; Baysan, 2022), or organize fundraising campaigns (Cagé and Dewitte, 2021; Bouton
et al., 2022; Cagé et al., 2024).

9The standard median voter theorem also assumes voters choose the candidate closest to their prefer-
ences on a one-dimensional policy scale. While several studies examine convergence in multi-dimensional
spaces (Grofman, 2004), our case study is more consistent with a one-dimensional framework as the
FN centers its rhetoric mostly on immigration. This also aligns with our finding that convergence by
mainstream right-wing parties toward far-right positions is limited to this specific topic.
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tinuity design in a panel of 23 European countries (1980–2014) to estimate the effect

of radical right parliamentary representation on the multiculturalism positions of right-

wing parties. They find that radical right entry into parliament leads mainstream parties

to adopt more culturally protectionist stances. The second causal study is Tähtinen

(2025), who exploits close elections across Finnish municipalities to identify exogenous

variation in the Finns Party’s parliamentary representation. Using candidate-level data

from a voting advice application to estimate ideological positions, Tähtinen (2025) finds

that increases in the Finns Party’s national seat share induce mainstream candidates

to converge ideologically on the liberal–conservative dimension (covering issues such as

environmentalism, minority rights, traditional values, immigration, and EU integration).

She also finds that the average ideological distance on this dimension between the Finns

Party and other parties in the municipality is unaffected by the party’s parliamentary

gains. We make three main contributions relative to these two studies. First, we exploit

a distinct empirical strategy and political context combining detailed analysis of indi-

vidual candidates’ manifestos with within-district variations in a single-country setting.

Second, we estimate the effect of far-right vote shares, rather than parliamentary entry,

to examine how mainstream parties adjust their positions in response to the far right’s

electoral threat. Third, we focus on shifts in policy positions across a wide range of spe-

cific topics, including immigration (a core far-right issue distinct from multiculturalism

or the broader liberal–conservative dimension), and examine the electoral consequences

of these strategic adjustments.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. Section 2 describes the data on parlia-

mentary elections, political manifestos, and French censuses. Section 3 provides prelim-

inary evidence on the rise of the far right in France and its electoral competition with

mainstream parties. Section 4 outlines the empirical and identification strategies. Section

5 presents the main results on how the rise in far-right voting and immigration influence

the policy positions of mainstream parties. Section 6 offers a detailed analysis of the

nature of policy adjustments among right-wing candidates, and Section 7 studies how

these shifts affect their electoral outcomes. Section 8 concludes.

2 Institutional Context and Data

This paper combines three datasets: French parliamentary election results, policy po-

sitions from candidate manifestos, and socio-demographic data from French censuses.

Due to the limited availability of manifestos and censuses, our baseline sample spans five

elections (1968, 1978, 1981, 1993, and 1997) and covers the main political orientations

(Far Left, Left, Right, Far Right) across 204 electoral districts. Section 2.1 outlines the

7



parliamentary election process in France. Sections 2.2 and 2.3 describe the data sources

and cleaning procedures for electoral results and manifestos, respectively. Section 2.4

presents the census data.

2.1 French Parliamentary Elections

Our analysis focuses on the first round of French parliamentary elections. Elected repre-

sentatives, known as deputies, sit in the National Assembly, one of France’s two parlia-

mentary chambers, alongside the Senate. They are responsible for legislating, overseeing

government actions, and evaluating public policies. Parliamentary elections are organized

every five years, unless the President dissolves the National Assembly earlier.10

France uses a two-round system for parliamentary elections where multiple candidates

compete for a single seat in a constituency (hereafter referred to as an electoral district, or

circonscription in French) within a specific department. To be elected in the first round,

a candidate must secure over 50% of the votes and at least 25% of registered voters.

Otherwise, a second round is held one week later in 82.5% of the elections in our sample

period. Only the top two candidates, along with those who obtained a percentage of

votes equivalent to a threshold of registered voters, may proceed to the second round.11

The candidate with the most votes wins.12

We focus on first-round elections as they are characterized by more intense electoral

competition with multiple candidates.13 This ensures that candidates’ policy positions

and platforms are highly salient and more likely to reflect their political ideologies. In

contrast, Le Pennec (2023) shows that candidates who reach the run-off face a markedly

different strategic environment (fewer competitors and a broader electorate), leading

them to shift from a partisan policy platform to more neutral, non-policy topics (such

as personal accomplishments and local ties) to attract new voters. As a result, second-

round dynamics are less informative about candidates’ underlying political ideologies and

less suited to identifying how mainstream policy positions respond to increased electoral

competition from far-right challengers.

10Since the Fifth Republic began in 1958, the National Assembly has been dissolved in 1962, 1968,
1981, 1988, 1997, and 2024. Appendix-Table B1 lists all French parliamentary elections from 1881 to
2024, and shows that voter turnout ranged from 65% to 80% during our period of analysis (1968-1997).

11This threshold was 10% of the total number of registered voters in 1968, and 12.5% since 1976.
12An exception is the 1986 election, which used proportional representation at the departmental level

instead of the absolute majority rule, and is therefore excluded from the analysis.
13Over the 1968–1997 period, the average number of candidates per election was 7.1
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2.2 Electoral Data and Vote Shares

Our electoral data comes from the “Livrets Blancs”, which record election results for each

constituency, including voter turnout, votes for each candidate, and candidates’ political

labels, as defined by the Ministry of the Interior based on self-reported party affiliations.14

We exclude overseas constituencies from our analysis and focus on Metropolitan France.

We build on Piketty and Cagé (2023) to classify political labels into left (left and

center-left) and right (right and center-right) political orientations. Following Pons and

Tricaud (2018), we further extract far-left and far-right candidates from these two groups

to create two additional categories. As a result, we obtain five political orientations (as

detailed in Appendix-Table A1): Far-Left (10.8% of all candidates between 1968 and

1997), Left (40.4%), Right (30.3%), Far-Right (9.8%), and a residual category “Other”

for unclassified candidates (8.7%).

The number of constituencies remained stable at 465 from 1958 until a major redis-

tricting reform in 1986, which expanded it to 577. We thus relied on detailed geographi-

cal information about redistricting to recreate 204 broader electoral districts consistently

tracked over time.15 We define the share of votes as follows:

V Sp
de =

votespde∑
p votes

p
de

, (1)

where votespde represents the total number of votes received by candidates from political

orientation p ∈ {Other, Far-Left, Left, Right, Far-Right} in district d during election-

year e. The denominator is the total number of valid votes (excluding blank and erroneous

votes) in a given district and election.16

2.3 Political Manifestos and the Salience of Immigration

In France, political manifestos are official documents outlining each candidate’s ideas and

programs. As underlined by Le Pennec (2023), they are regulated in terms of format and

content, and are mailed by the administration to all registered voters before each election

round.17 We obtain the political manifestos for first-round parliamentary elections of

23,832 candidates, elected or not, from the French Electoral Archives of the Centre for

Political Research at Sciences Po (hereafter CEVIPOF) between 1958 and 1993 (Gaultier-

Voituriez, 2016). We complement this initial source with an almost complete set of 5,536

14The digitized data on electoral outcomes were provided by Nicolas Sauger.
15Our harmonization procedure is detailed in Appendix A2.
16Appendix-Figures A5 and A6 depict the average distribution and changes in vote shares across

political orientations and electoral districts between 1968 and 1997.
17Figure B4 provides an example of manifestos that focus extensively on immigration in the 1993

election.
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manifestos from the 1997 parliamentary election, collected manually from the French

National Archives, to capture the far right’s strong electoral performance that year.18

To match manifestos with electoral outcomes, we use a fuzzy merge based on candi-

dates’ names and surnames within each district-election. Of the candidates, 10.2% had

no match with the manifestos database, because no manifesto was available for those can-

didates, 79.3% had a perfect match (exact name and surname), and 10.5% were matched

imperfectly, with an average Jaro-Winkler similarity of 0.88 between names and surnames

across both datasets.19

The main analysis includes 18,293 political manifestos from the five elections covered

between 1968 and 1997. This unique and comprehensive dataset, covering 89.7% of

candidates within these years, is our primary source of information for the empirical

analysis of candidates’ political platforms. We then apply classical natural language

processing methods detailed in Appendix B5, and rely on a simple text analysis based

on lexicons to define the share of immigration-related words in each political manifesto

as follows:

SWide =
wordsimm

ide

wordside
, (2)

where wordsimm
ide is the total number of immigration-related words in candidate i’s mani-

festo in district d during election-year e, and wordside is the total number of words in that

manifesto.20 SWide captures the salience of immigration in each manifesto and serves as

our main dependent variable.

2.4 Censuses and Demographic and Economic Controls

To assess how the electoral success of the far right influences mainstream candidates’

immigration rhetoric, we control for immigration levels and other key local characteristics

to mitigate potential omitted variable bias (Han, 2015; Abou-Chadi, 2016).

We exploit the French censuses collected by INSEE in 1962, 1968, 1975, 1982, 1990,

and 1999 to identify immigrants in the voting-age population (18+). The 1962 and 1999

census extracts are a random sample of 5% of the French population, while the other

18The share of votes for far-right parties during the first round of parliamentary elections increased
from 13% in 1993 to 15% in 1997, before declining to around 12% in 2002 and dropping below 5% in 2007.
Moreover, political manifestos for non-elected candidates are no longer available after 1997 (Appendix
B1).

19Figure B5 shows the representativeness of our manifesto corpus for each election. Table B2 reports
a regression on the probability of having a manifesto recorded in our database, showing that candidates
without a recorded manifesto are more likely to be female, minor candidates (measured by vote shares
in the first round), and to run in older elections. Mainstream left and right affiliations also increase the
likelihood of having a manifesto recorded in the data.

20Appendix B3 details the list of words used to compute SWide. We group these immigration-related
words into three clusters based on common topics – Immigration, Immigration Policy, and a final category
mostly capturing words related to refugees and undocumented immigration – for sub-sample analysis.
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post-1962 censuses cover 25%. These high sampling rates allow us to precisely estimate

the local number of immigrants, minimizing sampling error (Aydemir and Borjas, 2011).

To match the censuses with the electoral districts, we aggregate census data at the elec-

toral district level, assigning municipalities to the 204 reconstructed electoral districts as

detailed in Appendix A2. Each electoral year is then connected to the closest available

census.

An immigrant is defined as a person born outside France who is either a noncitizen

or a naturalized citizen.21 We define the immigrant share as follows:

ISde =
immde

popd,1962
(3)

where immde is the total number of immigrants aged 18 and older in the district d in

the closest census to election-year e, and popd,1962 is the district’s adult population in

1962. We fix the denominator to the 1962 population to isolate the variation only due to

immigration, and to prevent our estimated effects from being contaminated by potentially

endogenous population growth over time (Moriconi et al., 2022; Orefice and Peri, 2024;

Mahajan, 2024).

Finally, we compute several control variables to capture the demographic and socio-

economic structure of the French electorate, which could simultaneously influence local

socio-economic conditions and political outcomes. Specifically, our demographic vari-

ables, also fixed to the 1962 adult population, include the share of individuals aged 65+

and the share of low-educated individuals.22 As socio-economic controls, we include the

unemployment rate measured relative to the 1962 working-age population, along with

the number of blue-collar workers and the size of manufacturing employment, both nor-

malized by total employment in 1962.

3 The Rise of the Far Right and Competition with

Mainstream Parties

This section provides historical context on the creation of the Front National (Section

3.1), its breakthrough in French politics (Section 3.2), as well as suggestive evidence on

how it affected vote shares for mainstream political parties. Finally, we provide descrip-

tive statistics on the evolution of the salience of immigration in mainstream candidates’

manifestos (Section 3.3).

21Our 1999 census extract lacks information on nationality at birth, so the immigrant population in
1999 is defined as those born outside of France.

22This group includes individuals with no formal education or only a primary school certificate (CEP).
Between 1968 and 1999, 53.8% of French adults had low educational attainment.
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3.1 The Origins of the Front National

After reaching its peak with the Vichy regime and Nazi collaboration during World War

II, the far right became marginal in French politics. Before the FN’s creation in Octo-

ber 1972, far-right parties featured few candidates in parliamentary elections except the

“Poujadisme” movement in 1956, and members of the “Alliance pour les Libertés et le

Progrès” in 1967. These attempts resulted in relatively poor electoral outcomes at the

national level, and from 1945 to 1970, the far right was in a period of crisis, character-

ized by numerous divisions and a highly disorganized landscape (Gautier, 2017). The

founding of the FN by Jean-Marie Le Pen marked the first significant postwar success in

establishing a lasting far-right political force in France.23

Jean-Marie Le Pen founded the FN as a nationalist-right alternative to both main-

stream parties and the Marxist left (Dubois, 2021). Immigration was absent from his

platform, including his 1974 presidential manifesto, though he occasionally warned French

citizens of its risks to employment, security, and health (Gautier, 2017). Immigration only

became central in the 1978 parliamentary elections, when the FN adopted an explicitly

and unambiguously anti-immigrant stance, coining the slogan: “1 million unemployed =

1 million too many immigrants! France and the French come first!”. Thereafter, immi-

gration, alongside security, consistently remained a major topic in FN’s agenda (Cuminal

et al., 1998; Gautier, 2017).24

3.2 The Front National Breakthrough

In less than 20 years, the FN made a significant breakthrough in the French political

landscape. From having virtually no influence in the 1970s, the FN emerged as a sig-

nificant political force by the mid-1980s. After limited but notable gains in the 1982–83

cantonal and municipal elections, the FN gained national visibility in the 1984 European

Parliament elections, receiving 10.95% of the vote, securing 10 seats, and becoming a

significant political force in France. The results of the 1986 parliamentary elections fur-

ther underscored this rise by allowing the FN to win 35 seats in the National Assembly,

confirming its status as a new force in French politics.

Panel A of Figure 1 depicts this unprecedented breakthrough in our sample of analysis.

The aggregated share of votes for far-right candidates in parliamentary elections surged

23Figure A1 in the appendix reports a significant increase in far-right candidates from 1978 onwards.
24Word clouds in Figure B10 illustrate this shift, providing a visual representation of the most fre-

quently used words in far-right candidates’ political manifestos relative to other political orientations.
Notably, the term immigrants becomes really salient in 1978 and gained prominence in 1981, 1988, 1993,
and 1997. The FN’s emphasis on insecurity, a central theme in its agenda (Cuminal et al., 1998), inten-
sified as terms such as “delinquency” and “insecurity” became especially salient in the 1993 and 1997
manifestos.
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from less than 1% in the 1970s to 9.9% in 1988, reaching a peak of 15.3% in 1997. 25 Given

this rise, it is unsurprising that Jean-Marie Le Pen became the first far-right candidate

in the Fifth Republic to reach the second round of the 2002 presidential election, winning

16.9% of the first-round vote (around 11 million voters). However, these early electoral

successes were followed by a decline in support for far-right parties, with the share of

votes falling to less than 5% in the 2007 parliamentary elections.26

Figure 1: The French Political Landscape over the 1962-1997 period

(a) Far-Right Only (b) All Political Orientations

Notes: Panels A and B report the share of votes in the first round of parliamentary elections in France
between 1962 and 1997 for different political orientations. Each voting share is defined as the total
number of votes for a given political orientation divided by the total number of valid votes.
Sources: Author’s elaboration on French electoral data from 1962 to 1997.

Before the electoral successes of the FN, Panel B of Figure 1 shows that French

politics was dominated by a bipartite structure, with two main political orientations: the

left and the right. The 1980s and 1990s marked a visible turning point, during which

the far right made a significant breakthrough. The visual evidence suggests that this rise

came at the expense of right-wing candidates, as their vote share dropped from 49.5%

in 1973 to 36.2% in 1997. In contrast, the share of votes for left-wing parties remained

25This increase is only due to the electoral success of FN candidates. After winning barely 1% of
the vote in the 1981 elections, the FN achieved the best result in its history in the 1997 parliamentary
elections, with 3.8 million votes and 14.9% of the votes cast. The rise of FN during the 1980s can be
attributed to several factors. A slowdown in economic growth following the oil shocks in the 1970s and
the rise in unemployment (Rosanvallon, 2020, p. 86). The election of François Mitterrand in 1981, the
appointment of four Communist ministers in Pierre Mauroy’s government, and broader political shifts
during the decade appear to have intensified opposition among right-wing voters (Mayer, 2018) and,
more generally, fueled protest voting against the political establishment (Mayer and Perrineau, 1992;
Rosanvallon, 2020). The increasing exposure of Jean-Marie Le Pen in the media during the 1980s may
also have played a role (Noiriel, 2019, p. 720). In this regard, Muis and Immerzeel (2017, p. 914) note
that “the French FN made its electoral breakthrough in 1984 only after Jean-Marie Le Pen was given
access to state television”.

26After this decline, the far right rebounded in the 2012 parliamentary elections, securing nearly 15%
of the votes in the first round. This upward trajectory peaked in the 2017 and 2022 presidential elections,
where Marine Le Pen (Jean-Marie Le Pen’s daughter) reached the second round with 21.30% and 23.15%
of the votes, respectively. In the 2024 parliamentary elections, the Rassemblement National (formerly
Front National) emerged as the leading party, securing a historic high of more than 30% of the votes.
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Figure 2: Electoral Competition with the Far Right

(a) Right (b) Left

Notes: The unit of observation is a district-election cell over the 1968–1997 period. We correlate the
deviation in far-right vote shares with that in right and left vote shares. These deviations are residuals
obtained from regressions of vote shares on control variables defined in Section 2.4, as well as district
and election-year fixed effects.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on French electoral data from 1968 to 1997, and French censuses.

constant (from 44.6% in 1973 to 44.7% in 1997). This pattern suggests that the electoral

competition between the FN and the right is stronger than between the FN and the

left, consistent with Abou-Chadi et al. (2022a, p. 5), who, using a panel of Western

European countries, show that “centre-right parties have lost increasing shares of voters

to radical right parties over the past 50 years.” This greater competition between right-

wing and far-right parties can be explained by the smaller ideological distance separating

right-wing and far-right parties compared to left-wing and far-right parties (Adams and

Somer-Topcu, 2009; Wagner and Meyer, 2017).

To support this interpretation, Figure 2 illustrates the relationship between the share

of votes for far-right parties and the share of votes for right-wing parties (2a) or left-wing

parties (2b) over the 1968-1997 period.27 Figure 2a shows a strong negative correlation

between far-right and right-wing vote shares (the regression coefficient is -0.75, with a

standard error of 0.09), whereas Figure 2b shows a weak and insignificant correlation at

conventional levels between the far right and the left (the coefficient and standard error are

-0.14 and 0.10, respectively). This result highlights an asymmetric electoral competition

between the far right and mainstream parties, showing that the rise of the far right has

led to the erosion of the vote shares of right-wing candidates, while suggesting that the

left remained in a relative state of electoral insulation from far-right competition.28 As a

27In both panels, the unit of observation is the deviation from the mean vote share, after removing any
year-specific effects common to all districts in a given election-year, computed for each district-election
cell. These deviations are obtained by extracting the residuals from a regression of the vote share for a
given political orientation on district fixed effects, demographic, and economic control variables.

28The same correlation is depicted in Figure 2 for the far left equal -0.03 and is not statistically
significant (p-value=0.313). The increasing competition on the right-hand side of the political spec-
trum for right-wing candidates is also illustrated in Figures A3 and A4 in the appendix, which provide
raw correlations between right-wing candidates’ vote shares and those of left and far-right candidates.
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result, mainstream candidates should respond differently to the rising success of the far

right, with right-wing parties expected to react and adjust their policy positions more

strongly than their left-wing counterparts.

3.3 Salience of Immigration in the Manifestos of Mainstream

Candidates

As the far right gains support by capitalizing on anti-immigration sentiment, mainstream

candidates may shift their positions to attract or retain votes from conservative and

nationalist segments of the electorate.

Figure 3 provides a preliminary look at the raw correlation between the rise in far-

right vote shares and the evolution of the average share of immigration-related words

in the manifestos of right and left candidates.29 Although the immigration topic is not

completely absent in left-wing candidates’ manifestos, it remains fairly constant from

1962 to 1997. On the contrary, one can observe a strong positive correlation between the

aggregated far-right vote share and the salience of immigration in right-wing manifestos

that increased from less than 0.1% in 1981 to 0.8% by 1997.

This striking asymmetry in the evolution of mainstream candidates’ rhetoric on im-

migration is consistent with the increased electoral competition between the right and

the far right, without any similar effect for the left. Plausibly to mitigate electoral losses

to far-right competitors, right-wing candidates seem to adjust their immigration policy

positions to align with those of the far right (Schain, 2002; Han, 2015; Van Spanje, 2010).

This interpretation is supported by the stability of immigration salience in right-wing

manifestos prior to 1981. Indeed, given that the period before 1981 was marked by major

economic and political shocks, as well as national reform on immigration, one could have

expected an increase in the salience of immigration in right-wing candidates’ manifestos

already in the 1978 and 1981 parliamentary elections.30 Despite these national trends

and the growing prominence of immigration in the French public debate by the mid-

1970s, the salience of immigration remained low in local right-wing candidates’ manifestos

Specifically, Figure A4 documents a shift in political competition, with declining contestation between
the mainstream left and right and increasing competition between the mainstream right and the far
right.

29The average salience of immigration in our sample of analysis stands at 0.4%, with a standard
deviation of 0.9%, a 95th percentile of 3.0%, and a maximum of 8.3%. This maximum corresponds to
extreme cases with far-right candidates focusing exclusively on immigration, such as the case illustrated
in Appendix-Figure B4.

30Following the 1973 oil shock and the election of Valéry Giscard d’Estaing in 1974, Prime Minister
Jacques Chirac suspended labor immigration in response to rising unemployment. This was followed
by additional restrictive measures, including the 1977 return-migration program, which offered financial
incentives for voluntary repatriation, and the 1980 Bonnet Law, which tightened entry conditions and
expanded the grounds for deportation.
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Figure 3: Salience of Immigration in Left and Right Manifestos

Notes: The figure reports, for mainstream political orientations (left and right), the average share of
immigration-related words in the total number of words (left-axis), as well as the far-right aggregated
vote share at the national level.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on French electoral data from 1962 to 1997, Gaultier-Voituriez (2016)
and National Archives for the year 1997.

for parliamentary elections. The stability observed before 1981, followed by the sharp

increase thereafter, suggests that local right-wing candidates remained unresponsive to

national shifts in immigration salience until local competition with the far right intensified

and materialized in their own electoral districts.

The remainder of the paper presents a formal empirical analysis to assess the extent to

which the correlations depicted in Figure 3 reflect a causal relationship between far-right

electoral success and right-wing candidates’ adjustments in their rhetoric on immigration,

as well as the mechanisms underlying this response.

4 Empirical Strategy

Our main empirical strategy estimates the impact of the local electoral success of the

far right on the policy positions of candidates from mainstream political forces regarding

immigration. Section 4.1 details our benchmark econometric equation, while Section 4.2

describes our IV strategy. Specifically, our instrument exploits the key 1965 campaign

of the far-right candidate, Jean-Louis Tixier-Vignancour, which, as Section 4.3 shows,

generated plausibly exogenous variation in the subsequent local success of the far right.

Specifically, we emphasize that immigration played no role in JLTV’s campaign, and

provide extensive evidence that our empirical estimates are not driven by pre-existing

local variation in the salience of immigration in mainstream candidates’ manifestos.
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4.1 Benchmark Equation

Using variables defined in Section 2, we estimate the following econometric equation:

SW p
ide = β1V SFR

de + β2ISde + δ′Xde + γd + γe + εide. (4)

SW p
ide captures the share of immigration-related words in candidate i’s manifesto from

political orientation p in electoral district d in election-year e. To ease interpretation, it

is standardized to have a mean of zero and a standard deviation of one. V SFR
de is the

share of votes of far-right candidates in a given district d in election-year e.31 εide is the

error term.

Estimating the impact of the electoral success of the far right on the immigration

rhetoric of mainstream political candidates requires neutralizing the direct impact of

immigration, which can affect both variables simultaneously. Equation 4 thus includes

ISde the share of immigrants, as defined in Section 2.4.32 We also include Xde, a vector

of time-varying demographic and economic controls at the district level. As discussed

in Section 2.4, Xde includes the share of individuals aged 65+, the share of low-skilled

individuals, the unemployment rate, the share of blue-collar workers, and the share of

manufacturing employment. γd and γt stand for district and election-year fixed effects,

respectively. While γd absorbs time-invariant district characteristics that may simul-

taneously influence political orientation agendas and far-right vote shares, γt accounts

for time-varying confounders at the country level. Standard errors are clustered at the

district level to account for within-district correlation in candidate manifestos.

This empirical strategy isolates the impact of local dynamics by controlling for the na-

tional influence of party elites, who may press for tougher positions on immigration across

the board. If changes in the salience of immigration in manifestos were largely uniform

and driven by party leadership rather than local conditions, our estimates may understate

the overall effect of far-right electoral success on policy positions. Instead, our analysis

31Manifestos are mailed by the administration to all registered voters roughly two weeks before the
election. Vote shares are thus observed after the manifestos have been written. Ideally, we would
correlate manifesto content with the anticipated success of far-right candidates before the votes are cast.
Since such a measure is unobservable, we use the vote shares realized in the election as a proxy for the
intensity of competition with the far right during the campaign. Arguably, this measure better captures
the contemporaneous competitive pressure faced by mainstream candidates compared to vote shares in
the last election, usually five years earlier.

32Following a large tradition in the migration literature, we address the endogeneity of the immigration
variable, mostly due to the non-random allocation of immigrants across districts, by using a shift-share-
type IV strategy. Our instrument is based on historical settlement patterns among immigrants in 1954
(i.e., 14 years before the starting year in our sample). The predicted number of immigrants in a given
district-year is obtained by multiplying the 1954 spatial distribution of immigrants of each nationality
group by the total number of immigrants from that group in subsequent years. Appendix C3 provides
detailed explanations of the construction of the instrument as well as additional tests to support the
exclusion restriction imposed by the IV strategy.
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exploits variation across candidates within the mainstream left or right orientations.33

Despite the inclusion of our control variables, the OLS estimates of β1 are likely to be

biased because of the endogeneity of V SFR
de . Indeed, the electoral foothold and success of

the far right are unlikely to be randomly distributed across districts. A first source of en-

dogeneity may arise from reverse causality since the salience of immigration in candidate

manifestos could directly influence the electoral support for far-right parties (Meguid,

2005). For instance, far-right candidates may be less active and able to mobilize voters

in districts where mainstream candidates already place strong emphasis on immigration,

thereby generating a downward bias in our OLS estimates.

A second source of endogeneity may be due to an omitted variable bias, which may

arise if an unobserved local shock affects both far-right vote shares and the salience of im-

migration in the manifestos of mainstream candidates, potentially driving the observed

relationship. On the one hand, OLS estimates of β1 may be upward biased if shifts

in public opinion or voter preferences against immigrants in a given district simulta-

neously increase far-right voting and prompt mainstream parties to adjust their policy

positions on immigration issues in that district (Dahlström and Sundell, 2012; Abou-

Chadi, 2016; Abou-Chadi and Krause, 2020). On the other hand, OLS estimates of β1

may be downward biased if unobserved district-specific shocks, such as the adoption of

new technologies, robotization, or an increase in imported goods, all of which can lead

to job displacement, simultaneously boost far-right voting and push mainstream candi-

dates to focus more on these economic issues, thereby mechanically reducing the share of

immigration-related words in their policy platforms.34

4.2 Identification Strategy

To estimate the causal impact of far-right voting on mainstream candidates’ agenda, we

employ an IV strategy inspired by the literature on shift-share instruments (Goldsmith-

Pinkham et al., 2020; Borusyak et al., 2022). Specifically, we leverage the key 1965

presidential campaign of JLTV who, with Jean-Marie Le Pen as his campaign director,

played a crucial role in establishing organizational structures and electoral footholds that

facilitated the emergence and territorial deployment of the FN. Our instrument combines

historical support for JLTV, measured by the spatial distribution of votes in 1965, with

the time-varying conservative electorate over the analysis period to predict far-right voting

33Consistent with the growing salience of immigration within the right, within-party (across-party)
variation accounted for 95.7% (4.3%) of the total variability in 1968 but only 53.0% (47.0%) in 1997,
when focusing on left and right mainstream candidates only.

34This echoes the media literature on news pressure showing that the presence of significant topics may
displace news attention, consequently limiting the time available for covering other subjects (Eisensee
and Strömberg, 2007; Durante and Zhuravskaya, 2018; Djourelova and Durante, 2022).
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in post-1965 parliamentary elections. While this section outlines the construction of the

instrument, Section 4.3 shows that the exclusion restriction imposed by our IV strategy

is unlikely to be violated.

4.2.1 Tixier-Vignancour’s Emergence and the Local Implantation of the Far

Right

Tixier-Vignancour, a French lawyer and far-right politician, announced his candidacy

for the December 1965 presidential election in April 1964 and named Jean-Marie Le

Pen as his campaign director.35 Without taking any specific stance on immigration, the

campaign mobilized far-right supporters, including former Vichy collaborators, staunch

nationalists, and opponents of decolonization, by focusing on opposition to Gaullism and

Algerian independence (Gautier, 2017). Despite 5.2% of the votes cast (1.3 million votes),

the highest electoral score for a far-right candidate in an election since World War II,

JLTV remained far behind the frontrunner, de Gaulle (44.65% of the votes).

This disappointing result led to a break with Le Pen in 1966 and marginalized JLTV

in French political life. Still, this campaign played a key role in establishing a durable

network of local militant structures, including campaign committees and activist mobi-

lization, and logistical infrastructure, that laid the groundwork for future far-right can-

didates to build upon (Bernard, 2014). In 1972, Jean-Marie Le Pen capitalized on these

foundations by establishing the Front National. As shown in Table 1, the electoral bases

cultivated during JLTV’s campaign proved advantageous for Le Pen, enabling the FN to

secure significant support in the same electoral districts in subsequent elections.36 The

table reports the correlation between JLTV’s registered vote share in 1965 and the change

in the far-right vote share between 1968 and 1997 (Columns 1-2) and between 1981 and

1997 (Columns 3-4) at the district level. It confirms that the local electoral performance

of JLTV is a positive and significant predictor of the local success of the far right in the

political landscape after the 1970’s.37 Columns 5-6 show that absence of significant cor-

relation between JLTV’s 1965 vote share and changes in the far-right vote share between

the November parliamentary elections of 1958 and 1962. These findings indicate that the

35JLTV had been active on the far right long before running for president in 1965. He voted in
1940 to grant full powers to Marshal Pétain, head of the Vichy regime that collaborated with Nazi
Germany during World War II, and served under this regime between 1940 and 1941 as Deputy Secretary
General for Information (in charge of propaganda). In May 1954, he founded the “Rassemblement
National Français” to unite the far right for the 1956 parliamentary elections, with its political manifesto
proclaiming: “Notre credo, c’est la patrie” – i.e., “Our creed is our country”. As an ardent defender of
French Algeria, he also joined the “Front National pour l’Algérie Française” (“National Front for French
Algeria”) in 1960, of which Le Pen was secretary-general.

36Figure C1 depicts the electoral support for Jean-Louis Tixier-Vignancour in the 1965 presidential
election.

37Figure C2 in the appendix shows the scatter plots corresponding to the regressions in Columns 1
(Panel A) and 3 (Panel B).
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relationship between JLTV’s electoral support and the FN’s subsequent success is not

driven by pre-existing trends, and reinforce the argument that JLTV’s electoral success

helps explain the FN’s local emergence.

Table 1: Impact of Tixier-Vignancour’s Vote Share on the Subsequent Electoral Success
of the Far Right

Dependent : ∆V SFR
d

1968-1997 1968-1997 1981-1997 1981-1997 1958-1962 1958-1962

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

V ST ixier
d 0.424*** 0.753*** 0.388*** 0.735*** -0.087 -0.121

(0.115) (0.102) (0.113) (0.096) (0.070) (0.091)
Dem. & Eco. Controls No Yes No Yes No Yes

Nb. Observations 204 204 204 204 204 204

Notes: The unit of observation is a district. Each column estimates the impact of the 1965 share of votes for JLTV
among registered voters on the change in the share of votes for the far right between 1968 and 1997 in Columns 1-2,
between 1981 and 1997 in Columns 3-4, and between 1958 and 1962 in Columns 5-6. Columns 2, 4, and 6 include
the share of immigrants, the share of persons aged 65 and older, the share of low-educated individuals, the share of
unemployed persons, the share of blue-collar workers, and the share of manufacturing employment. Standard errors
(in parentheses) are heteroscedasticity robust. ***, **, * denote statistical significance from zero at the 1%, 5%, 10%
significance levels.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on data from French electoral data from 1968 to 1997, French censuses, Gaultier-
Voituriez (2016), and National Archives for the year 1997.

4.2.2 Instrumental Variable

To build our instrument, we aggregate municipal-level electoral data from the 1965 pres-

idential election, as collected by Piketty and Cagé (2023), to the district level. We then

compute the spatial distribution of votes for JLTV as follows:

V ST ixier
d =

votesT ixier
d∑

d votes
T ixier
d

, (5)

where votesT ixier
d is the number of votes received by JLTV in a given district d in 1965,

and the denominator is the national number of votes cast for that candidate. It captures

the time-invariant local exposure to the national rise in conservative-leaning voters. To

predict the size of the far-right electorate in a given district in subsequent years, we

combine these initial shares with the time-varying total number of votes cast by the

conservative electorate (right and far-right candidates) in parliamentary elections held

over the 1968-1997 period, as follows:◊�votesFR
de = V ST ixier

d ×
∑
d

votesCons.
de , (6)
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where
∑

d votes
Cons.
de is the total number of votes secured by the right and the far-right

political orientations in each election. We group these two political forces because far-

right and right-wing parties tend to compete for the same conservative electorate in the

political arena, as shown in Section 3.2. ◊�votesFR
de thus predicts the number of votes for the

far right across districts for each election-year. Our shift-share-type instrument variable

is therefore defined as: ÷V SFR
de =

◊�votesFR
de

registered62d
, (7)

where registered62de is the 1962 number of registered voters. Using the number of registered

voters instead of the actual number of votes aims to minimize the potential endogeneity

of the electorate’s size to local economic and political conditions.

Our instrument predicts varying far-right electoral scores across districts for each

election. Its strength is reported in Appendix-Table C1, which presents the first-stage

regression results when the far-right vote share is instrumented alone or combined with

the immigration share. In both cases, we find a positive and significant relationship

between our instrument and the endogenous regressor. All econometric tables in Section

5 systematically include statistics to assess the strength of the instruments, namely the

Kleibergen-Paap F-test (KP-F) and the Sanderson-Windmeijer (SW) test when more

than one variable is instrumented. These tests confirm that our instrument has significant

power in predicting far-right vote shares.

4.3 Threats to Identification

The exclusion restriction implies that JLTV’s electoral performance across districts in

1965 has to be uncorrelated with the ideological position of mainstream candidates on

immigration, conditional on fixed effects and control variables.38 Although untestable,

this section presents several tests supporting the plausibility of the exclusion restriction.

Taken together, the evidence suggests that our specification should capture the causal

impact of the rise of the far right on the policy shifts of mainstream candidates.

The Absence of Immigration in JLTV’s Campaign. One reason JLTV’s electoral

performance in 1965 is very unlikely to be attributed to a persistent anti-immigrant ide-

ology, which could otherwise explain correlations with local attitudes toward immigrants

38Formally, our instrument ensures an as-good-as-random distribution of far-right vote shares, allowing
for a causal interpretation of our estimates, if and only if V STixier

d , the local voting shares for JLTV,
is orthogonal to εide in Equation 4, the unobserved determinants of the salience of immigration in
manifestos. This echoes recent developments in the literature on shift-share instruments showing that
their validity holds if either the historical local shares or the aggregate shifts are exogenous (Goldsmith-
Pinkham et al., 2020; Borusyak et al., 2022, 2025). The validity of our instrument here relies on the
exogeneity of the local voting shares for JLTV, V STixier

d , instead of its shift component (i.e., the national
shift in conservative votes).
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in subsequent years, is that his campaign did not address immigration. Indeed, far-right

movements such as Poujadism and Tixier-Vignancour’s campaign did not frame their

political stance in terms of foreigners versus nationals, a dimension that became central

to political debate only with Jean-Marie Le Pen in the late 1970s. Thus, if JLTV was a

vocal critic of Algerian independence and advocated the protection of French repatriates,

his campaign did not focus on anti-immigrant rhetoric (Gautier, 2017, pp. 99–101).39

To support this historical argument, and as a preliminary validity test, we regress

V ST ixier
d on the local share of immigration-related words in right- and left-wing mani-

festos from the 1962 and 1968 parliamentary elections (see Appendix-Tables C2 and C3).

We find no correlation between V STixier
d and the salience of immigration in mainstream

manifestos.40

In sum, our IV estimates of the far-right success on mainstream policy positions on

immigration are unlikely to be confounded by local changes in attitudes toward immi-

grants. To further address concerns about potential bias from persistent xenophobic

sentiment, Appendix-Table C9 shows that our main results are robust to controlling for

district-specific linear time trends proportional to the share of active Nazi collaborators

in the 1945 population from Cagé et al. (2023), and the 2020 share of streets honoring

WWII resistants, following Bellodi et al. (2024). These measures aim to proxy for per-

sistent xenophobic attitudes that could influence both far-right support and the salience

of immigration in mainstream candidates’ manifestos.

The Algerian Repatriates. Another identification issue could arise from the repatria-

tion of hundreds of thousands of French citizens from Algeria following the Évian Accords

on March 18, 1962 (Edo, 2020). This large inflow has been shown to contribute to the

far-right’s electoral success (Remigereau, 2024; Cefalà, 2023) in subsequent years and may

have been correlated with unobserved factors influencing the salience of immigration in

mainstream candidates’ manifestos. Tables C7 and C8 in the appendix suggest that this

historical event is highly unlikely to violate our identifying assumption. Indeed, the lo-

cal share of repatriates does not affect the variation in the share of immigration-related

39As a matter of fact, his presidential manifesto did not include any immigration-related terms as
reported in Figure C3 in the appendix. Instead, his candidacy was largely defined by strong opposition
to Général de Gaulle, a strong liberal stance, advocating for free enterprise and opposing government
interventionism, and a focus on preserving French identity by fighting communism. Specifically, JLTV
believed that accelerating European integration was essential for strengthening the Atlantic Alliance and
ensuring peace, viewing it as a strategy to combat the spread of communism, an approach that ran
counter to the nationalist, sovereignty-focused stance typically associated with the far right.

40Appendix Tables C2 and C3 also show that there is no correlation between V STixier
d and the local

share of crime-related words, while V STixier
d is positively correlated with the share of words related to

repatriates from Algeria. This latter finding confirms that an important dimension of JLTV’s campaign
concerned the repatriates from Algeria. It also shows that the insignificant estimated coefficients reported
in Tables C2 and C3 do not depend on the national-level prevalence of these word shares in 1962 or 1968
(0.34% for crime, 0.061% for immigration, and 0.062% for repatriates in 1962 for instance).
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words in the manifestos of right- and left-wing candidates, respectively, either between

1958 and November 1962 or between 1958 and 1978.41 In addition Appendix-Table C9

shows that our main conclusions remain unchanged when controlling for a linear-time

trend by repatriate shares in our benchmark specification.

The Absence of Pre-Existing Local Trends. As standard with shift-share–type

instruments, any serial correlation in the local factors determining initial shares would

violate the exclusion restriction. This means that our instrument would be invalid if

factors driving JLTV’s 1965 performance, such as anti-immigrant sentiment, persisted

and later shaped mainstream candidates’ rhetoric.

Tables C4 and C5 test the existence of such pre-existing trends, and show that changes

in the predicted far-right vote share over the 1968-1997 period are not correlated with

pre-existing local trends (from 1962 to 1968) in the share of immigration-related words in

left- and right-wing candidate manifestos. The lack of statistically significant coefficients

supports the absence of persistent regional trends influencing the salience of immigration

in mainstream candidates’ manifestos.

In addition, we implement in Section 5.2, an alternative estimation strategy, à la

Autor et al. (2013); Dustmann et al. (2017), that relies on first-difference estimates to

further assess the absence of pre-existing trends. We leverage the sudden rise of the

far right in the 1980s and conduct falsification tests showing that the sharp increase

in far-right voting after 1981 is uncorrelated with prior changes in mainstream parties’

immigration policy positions. In a reduced form equation, we also show that local voting

shares for JLTV, V ST ixier
d , are strongly positively correlated with the increasing salience

of immigration rhetoric in mainstream right-wing candidate manifestos after 1981, with

no such correlation before that date.

The absence of local pre-existing trends supports a causal interpretation of our results,

suggesting that the observed policy shift among right-wing candidates after 1981 was

driven by changing political conditions and the rising electoral competition from the

far right. This interpretation is reinforced by major economic and political events that

occurred before 1981, which may have influenced immigration rhetoric. The oil shocks

of 1973 and 1979, for instance, worsened labor market conditions and led the French

government to suspend foreign labor recruitment in July 1974. Such developments could

plausibly have prompted a policy reaction from mainstream right-wing candidates during

1968–1981. However, our results indicate that it was only in the 1980s, following the rise

of the far right, that these candidates began to increase the salience of immigration in

their manifestos.

41Yet, in line with Cefalà (2023) we find that the share of repatriates is significantly positively asso-
ciated with the share of words related to repatriates for all mainstream candidates.
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Finally, contemporaneous shocks could also threaten identification only if they were

correlated with the 1965 distribution of votes for JLTV. Immigration waves after 1981

are a natural candidate for such a threat. For instance, an increase in the relative size

of immigrant populations in certain districts may have induced mainstream right-wing

candidates to shift their discourse on immigration, while being simultaneously correlated

with V ST ixier
d through the activation of pre-existing anti-immigrant sentiments. However,

three considerations suggest that this immigration-based channel is unlikely to bias our

estimates. First, as shown earlier, JLTV’s platform did not focus on immigration. Second,

the share of immigrants in France remained stable between 1975 and 1990, at around 7.5

percent. Third, our specifications explicitly control for changes in immigration pressure

at the district level.

5 Main Empirical Results

This section investigates how mainstream political candidates adjust their rhetorical

stance on immigration in response to the electoral success of far-right parties using

individual-level estimates in Section 5.1. Section 5.2 adopts an alternative empirical

strategy with a first-differences approach that compares districts with varying exposure

to far-right growth after 1981, in the spirit of Autor et al. (2013) and Dustmann et al.

(2017). A key advantage of this approach is to provide additional evidence that our

results are not driven by pre-existing local trends.

5.1 Manifesto Adjustments of Mainstream Candidates to Far-

Right Competition

Table 2 reports the OLS and IV estimated impact of far-right electoral scores on the

salience of immigration in the political manifestos of mainstream party candidates. We

estimate Equation 4 separately for right-wing candidates (Panel A) and left-wing candi-

dates (Panel B). Columns 1 and 4 only include district and time fixed effects, while the

other columns add the immigration variable and other controls discussed in Section 4.1.

Consider the results for right-wing candidates. The OLS coefficients in Columns 1–3

on V SFR
de are positive and significant at the 1% level, indicating a strong association be-

tween far-right electoral scores and the emphasis on immigration in right-wing candidate

manifestos. Columns 4–6 address the endogeneity of V SFR
de using our instrument from

Equation 7.42 The IV coefficients double in magnitude, indicating that an increase in

42The F-test of the excluded instrument from the first-stage IV regressions ranges from 15 to 40, which
ensures that our shift-share instrument is a relevant predictor of the endogenous variable. These values
are also larger than the lower bound of 10 suggested by the literature on weak instruments (Stock et al.,
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far-right voting leads right-wing candidates to adjust their rhetoric by amplifying the

salience of immigration in their manifestos.43 Our preferred specification in Column 6

implies that a one percentage point increase in the share of votes for far-right parties in

a district raises the share of immigration-related words by 5.1 standard deviations (or by

0.01× 5.1 = 0.05 percentage point).

In contrast, Panel B shows that the OLS and IV coefficients on V SFR
de are insignificant

and small, suggesting far-right voting does not shape mainstream left candidates’ stance

on immigration. Table 2 thus reveals a significant asymmetry between the mainstream

parties of candidates, consistent with previous evidence in Section 3. Since the far-right’s

rise mainly harms right-wing electoral scores, right-wing candidates are incentivized to

adjust their stance on immigration, while left-wing parties remain largely unaffected.44

Table 2 also shows that a change in the immigrant share in a given district does not

affect the political discourse on immigration among mainstream candidates in that dis-

trict. To interpret this insignificant relationship, Appendix-Table D3 reproduces the IV

estimates from Column 6, excluding V SFR
de . It turns out that the estimated coefficient

on the immigration share becomes positive and significant at the 10% level. This indi-

cates that immigration amplifies the immigration rhetoric of right-wing candidates, but

only through a rise in far-right political support. In addition, Table D3, goes beyond

the average impact of immigration by decomposing the adult immigrant population by

skills. This decomposition shows that the insignificant estimated coefficients on over-

all immigration stem from a negative (though insignificant) estimated coefficient on the

share of highly educated immigrants and a significantly positive coefficient on the share

of low-educated immigrants.45 It suggests that right-wing candidates’ political response

to a rise in the relative number of immigrants depends on their educational background.

In contrast, none of the estimated effects for left-wing candidates are significant, indicat-

ing that mainstream left parties do not adjust their policy positions on immigration in

response to immigration.

In sum, far-right success elicits different responses from mainstream parties, shaping

2002; Andrews et al., 2019), indicating that our IV estimates should not suffer from a weak instrument
problem.

43Appendix-Table D2 reinforces our results by showing that electoral scores of the mainstream left do
not lead to any adjustments in right-wing candidates’ manifestos.

44This interpretation is consistent with Akkerman (2015, p. 55): “Following the logic of Downsian
spatial competition, the pressure to co-opt policy stances of the electoral competitor should be weighing
on the mainstream right, because the appeal of radical right parties is most tempting for voters on the
right side of the political spectrum.” Another possible interpretation is that leftist parties are generally
less responsive than right-wing parties to political and economic changes, as they are “historically more
ideological than other parties” (Adams et al., 2009, p. 615).

45The high-education group consists of individuals who obtained a diploma equivalent to the French
exam granting access to high school, while the rest fall into the low-education category. During the
period 1968–1999, 70.4% of immigrants were classified as low-educated.
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Table 2: The Impact of Far-Right Electoral Scores on the Salience of Immigration in
Mainstream Candidates’ Manifestos

OLS estimates 2SLS estimates

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

Panel A: Right

V SFR
de 2.093*** 2.332*** 2.318*** 4.690** 4.863** 5.069**

(0.361) (0.381) (0.386) (2.102) (2.203) (1.967)
ISde 0.071 0.223

(0.415) (0.570)

Nb. Observations 5,141 5,141 5,141 5,141 5,141 5,141
KP F-test 40.882 35.758 14.580
SW F-test FR 40.882 48.083
SW F-test immig. 35.758 118.816

Panel B: Left

V SFR
de -0.006 -0.020 -0.006 -0.381 -0.401 -0.397

(0.100) (0.112) (0.111) (0.381) (0.400) (0.347)

ISde -0.070 0.005
(0.079) (0.141)

Nb. Observations 7,723 7,723 7,723 7,723 7,723 7,723
KP F-test 40.411 47.689 15.796
SW F-test FR 40.411 54.052
SW F-test immig. 47.689 65.466

Dem. & Eco. Controls No Yes Yes No Yes Yes

Notes: The dependent variable is the share of immigration-related words relative to the total number
of words in a given manifesto. Right-hand side variables vary at the district-election-year level. The
main regressor of interest is the share of votes for the far right. Control variables include the share of
immigrants, the share of persons aged 65 and older, the share of low-educated individuals, the share of
unemployed persons, the share of blue-collar workers, and the share of manufacturing employment. All
regressions include district and election-year fixed effects. Standard errors (in parentheses) are clustered
at the electoral district level. ***, **, * denote statistical significance from zero at the 1%, 5%, and
10% significance levels, respectively.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on data from French electoral data from 1968 to 1997, French censuses,
Gaultier-Voituriez (2016), and National Archives for the year 1997.

their discourse on immigration. Only right-wing candidates adjust their stance, confirm-

ing that far-right parties mainly threaten mainstream right parties by drawing away their

voters.46

46Appendix D4 conducts a series of robustness checks to ensure the validity of our findings. Specifically,
our results remain unchanged when using i) an alternative dependent variable that captures the likelihood
of mentioning immigration in political manifestos; ii) a leave-one-out version of our shift-share-type
instruments to address potential mechanical correlations; iii) an alternative definition of the immigration
variable based on citizenship; iv) alternative sub-lexicons based either on terms referring to (im)migrants
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5.2 Alternative Strategy and Falsification Tests

Although our main analysis covers the period from 1968 to 1997, Figure 3 shows that the

FN did not achieve electoral success until the late 1980s. In this section, we exploit this

delayed success to implement an alternative empirical strategy that treats all elections

through 1981 as a pre-treatment period, when the FN’s vote share was negligible and

had no discernible effect on French political outcomes.

Following Autor et al. (2013) and Dustmann et al. (2017), we implement a first-

difference approach to estimate the relationship between the initial 1981-1988 shock in

far-right voting across districts and shifts in mainstream parties’ policy positions in each

election relative to 1981. This requires shifting to the district level, as most candidates

change between elections and do not always run in every contest, preventing us from

tracking variation in the same candidate’s positions over time before and after the “FN

shock”. Specifically, we estimate the following equation for each election-year e separately:

∆SW p,e−81
d = γ1∆V SFR,88−81

d + γ2∆ISe−81
d + γ3∆Xe−81

d + µp,e−81
d , (8)

where, ∆SW p,e−81
d = (wordsimm,p

de −wordsimm,p
d81 )/wordspd81 denotes the change in the num-

ber of immigration-related words in the manifestos of political orientation p in district

d between 1981 and election e, standardized by the number of words from that same

political orientation in that district in 1981. ∆V SFR,88−81
d denotes the change in far-right

votes in district d between the 1981 and 1988 elections, standardized by the number

of registered voters in that district in 1981. Consistently, the instrument becomes the

1981-1988 change in the predicted number of far-right votes, ’votesFR

d,1988 −’votesFR

d,1981 (as

defined in Equation 6), normalized by the number of registered voters in the district in

1981. ∆ISe−81
d denotes the change in the number of adult immigrants between 1981 and

election year e, divided by the district’s adult population in 1981. Similarly, we con-

struct our demographic and socio-economic controls using the same population groups

as in Section 2.4, and taking the change between 1981 and election year e in the size

of the relevant group (individuals aged 65 and older, low-educated individuals, unem-

ployed persons, blue-collar workers, and manufacturing employment), normalized by the

corresponding population in 1981.

The results of estimating γ1 from Equation 8, separately for each election-year and po-

litical orientation, are reported in Figure 4a. The estimates without controls in Figure 4b

aim at maximizing the number of elections during the pre-treatment period (e < 1981),

only or on keywords related to immigration policy; v) a sub-sample of electoral districts unaffected by
the redistricting and controlling for voter turnout; vi) an alternative clustering strategy for estimating
standard errors; and vii) a district-level analysis where we aggregate the dependent variable at the district
level.
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which serve as falsification tests for the presence of pre-existing local trends. The absence

of significant effects and near-zero coefficients in the pre-treatment period supports the

validity of our research design and confirms that the initial rise in far-right voting be-

tween 1981 and 1988 is not correlated with prior changes in mainstream parties’ policy

positions on immigration. This indicates that our results do not reflect a long-run un-

derlying confounder driving both the rise in far-right voting and the increasing salience

of immigration in right-wing candidate manifestos, and that our post-1981 IV estimates

capture the period-specific effects of the initial “FN shock”.47

Figure 4: Impact of the “FN shock” on Past, Present and Future Changes in the
Salience of Immigration in Mainstream Candidates’ Manifestos

(a) With controls (b) Without controls

Notes: We report coefficient estimates from year-specific regressions across districts based on Equa-
tion 8. The dependent variable is the local change in immigration-related words in mainstream left
or right candidate manifestos between 1981 and election-year e, standardized by the local number of
words from that political orientation in 1981. The main regressor of interest is the change in far-right
votes between 1981 and 1988, expressed as a share of registered voters in 1981. We instrument this
variable using the predicted local change in far-right voting defined in Section . The demographic and
socio-economic controls in Panel B include changes in the share of immigrants, the share of individuals
aged 65 and older, the share of low-educated individuals, the share of unemployed persons, the share of
blue-collar workers, and the share of employment in manufacturing between election-year e and 1981.
All 95% confidence intervals are based on heteroskedasticity-robust standard errors.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on data from French electoral data in 1981 and 1988, French censuses,
Gaultier-Voituriez (2016), and National Archives for the year 1997.

The post-1981 estimates confirm our previous results and show that the districts more

exposed to this shock experienced a more rapid increase in the salience of immigration

in right-wing manifestos, with no significant effect for left-wing manifestos.48

47One potential concern is that the lack of significance in our pre-1981 estimates reflects the limited
variations in the salience of immigration-related terms in mainstream manifestos before 1981 (Figure
3). Appendix-Table C6 shows, however, that the data provide sufficient variability to detect signifi-
cant effects. Specifically, when regressing the change in far-right vote share between 1981 and 1988
(∆V SFR,88−81

d ) on the change in the salience of immigration in right-wing manifestos before 1981

(∆SWR,78−81
d ), using OLS (not IV), the coefficients are negative and significant at the 5% level, both

with and without controls. The negative coefficients are consistent with districts where right-wing can-
didates placed greater emphasis on immigration before 1981 subsequently experiencing lower gains in
far-right vote share, in line with the downward bias expected in our OLS estimates.

48We replicate this analysis by considering alternative treatments for right-wing candidates, such
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To further support our findings, Appendix-Figure C6 reports the results of a quasi–reduced-

form specification, which uses the historical vote share for JLTV (V STixier
d , i.e., the ex-

ogenous component used to construct the shift-share–type instrument in our benchmark

analysis) as the main regressor. With or without controls from the 1962 French census,

including the local share of repatriates, the pre-1981 coefficients confirm the absence of

pre-existing trends. Consistent with our previous results, the post-1981 coefficients are

significantly positive for mainstream right-wing candidates but remain insignificant for

those on the left.

6 The Nature of the Adjustment to the Far Right

The previous results show that right-wing candidates increase the salience of immigration

in their manifestos in response to a rise in local support for the far right. This section in-

vestigates the nature of the policy position adjustments among these candidates. Section

6.1 shows that right-wing candidates align their immigration rhetoric with the main top-

ics and tone used by the far right. Section 6.2 shows that this adjustment mainly occurs

through immigration rather than reflecting a broader convergence across all topics.

6.1 The Impact of the Far Right on the Ideological Position of

Right-wing candidates on Immigration

Building on the spatial theory of party competition (Downs, 1957b), which suggests

that parties competing for the same electorate either converge or diverge in their policy

positions (Meguid, 2005), we extend our text analysis to understand how right-wing

candidates adjust their immigration narrative. Specifically, we investigate whether they

align with or counter the far right’s framing of immigration in terms of sentiment and

topics.

We leverage recent advancements in artificial intelligence applied to natural language

processing. Specifically, we use an advanced language model (GPT 4o-mini) to assess the

main sentiment of immigration-related sentences, distinguishing between negative, neu-

tral, and positive rhetoric, which we average at the manifesto level.49 Figure 5a presents

this decomposition for left, right, and far-right candidates over the 1968-1997 period.

as changes in the far-right voting share between 1981–1988 and 1981–1997. These additional results,
reported in Appendix-Table C11, lead to similar conclusions, namely a contagion effect of the right on
immigration salience after 1981, with no evidence of pre-trends in the falsification tests.

49Our detailed procedure is described in Appendix B5. Neutral statements on immigration may
refer to cases where candidates announce a series of reforms without specifying their exact content,
such as: “I will do everything in my power to carry your voices in every domain: security, employment,
education, immigration, defense, environment, ...”; or to statements that do not reflect any clear political
orientation, such as: “I will introduce an immigration reform adapted to the economic situation.”
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Figure 5: Sentiments and Topics Associated with Immigration-Sentences

(a) Sentiments

(b) Topics

Notes: Figures 5a and 5b focus on the immigration-related manifestos of left, right, and far-right
candidates over the 1968–1997 period. Figure 5a provides the distribution of their sentiments according
to whether they are on average positively, negatively related to immigration, or considered neutral.
Figure 5b reports the distribution of the immigration-related statements associated with a given topic.
The list of topics is taken from Grossman (2019), and their definitions are provided in Appendix B5.
Sentiments and topics are identified independently for each immigration-related sentence in manifestos,
then aggregated first at the manifesto level and finally at the party level.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on Gaultier-Voituriez (2016) and National Archives for the year 1997.

The framing is almost always negative for the far right, which consistently portrays im-

migration in a negative light. While the mainstream left consistently adopts a neutral

framing, the mainstream right almost invariably frames immigration negatively when de-

parting from a neutral stance. Based on these empirical observations and the absence of

positive discourses on immigration, we create a new dependent variable, Sentimentide,

as a dummy variable equal to one if a given candidate i in district d during election-year

e discusses immigration negatively, and zero otherwise.
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Table 3: The Impact of Far-Right Electoral Scores on the Framing of Immigration in
Right-Wing Candidates’ Manifestos

OLS estimates 2SLS estimates

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

V SFR
de 1.014*** 0.997*** 0.983*** 3.970** 4.070** 3.734**

(0.232) (0.274) (0.275) (1.668) (1.694) (1.546)
ISde 0.071 -0.365

(0.228) (0.416)
Dem. & Eco. Controls No Yes Yes No Yes Yes

Nb. Observations 5,141 5,141 5,141 5,141 5,141 5,141
KP F-test 40.882 35.758 14.580
SW F-test FR 40.882 48.083
SW F-test immig. 35.758 118.816

Notes: The dependent variable is a dummy variable that captures the likelihood of talking negatively
about immigration in right-wing candidates’ manifestos. Right-hand side variables vary at the district-
election-year level. The main regressor of interest is the share of votes for the far right. Control
variables include the share of immigrants, the share of persons aged 65 and older, the share of low-
educated individuals, the share of unemployed persons, the share of blue-collar workers, and the share
of manufacturing employment. All regressions include district and election-year fixed effects. Standard
errors (in parentheses) are clustered at the electoral district level. ***, **, * denote statistical significance
from zero at the 1%, 5%, and 10% significance level, respectively.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on data from French electoral data from 1968 to 1997, French censuses,
Gaultier-Voituriez (2016), and National Archives for the year 1997.

Table 3 reports the results of estimating Equation 4 using Sentimentide as the de-

pendent variable, following the same structure as our baseline Table 2. The OLS and IV

estimated coefficients are positive and significant, indicating that a rise in electoral sup-

port for far-right parties leads right-wing candidates to adopt more negative stances on

immigration. The IV estimate in Column 6 implies that an increase in the share of votes

for the far right by one percentage point in a given district causes a 3.7 percentage point

increase in the likelihood that a right-wing candidate portrays immigration negatively in

their manifesto in that district.50

Thus, our findings suggest that the previously observed increase in the salience of im-

migration in response to the rise in far-right voting reflects right-wing candidates shifting

their discourse on immigration closer to that of the far right, rather than presenting an

alternative narrative. In addition, Table 3 shows that the estimated coefficients on the

immigration variable are always insignificant. This result implies that the relative num-

ber of immigrants in a given district does not affect the framing of right-wing candidates

in their manifestos and discourses.

Figure 5b identifies the main topics for each immigration-related sentence in all avail-

50This effect remains significant at conventional levels even when controlling for whether the candidate
discusses immigration in their manifesto in Table D7 in the appendix
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Figure 6: IV Impact of Far-Right Electoral Scores on Right-wing Candidate’s
Manifestos: Topics within the Immigration Subject

Notes: The dependent variable is a dummy variable that captures the likelihood of talking about
immigration in association with a given subject (listed on the y-axis) in right-wing candidates’ manifestos.
Right-hand side variables vary at the district-election-year level. The main regressor of interest is the
share of votes for the far right. Control variables include the share of immigrants, the share of persons
aged 65 and older, the share of low-educated individuals, the share of unemployed persons, the share
of blue-collar workers, and the share of manufacturing employment. All regressions include district and
election-year fixed effects. Standard errors (in parentheses) are clustered at the electoral district level.
Confidence intervals are provided at the 95% and 90% levels.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on data from French electoral data from 1968 to 1997, French censuses,
Gaultier-Voituriez (2016), and National Archives for the year 1997.

able manifestos. Again, we ask ChatGPT to assign each immigration-related statement

to one or several topics within a list of 13 non-immigration major topics detected in

party manifestos for parliamentary elections in France, as outlined by Grossman (2019).51

Then, for each political orientation, we count the number of times immigration-related

statements are associated with each topic. Figure 5b reports the share of these associa-

tions relative to the total number of topic–immigration links. It shows that topics such as

“Human Rights and Discrimination” are disproportionately used by mainstream left can-

didates when discussing immigration in their manifestos, while right-wing and far-right

candidates are more likely to use “Justice and Criminality” in connection with immigra-

tion. Topics related to the labor market (“Work and Employment”), the regulation of

the economy (“Economic Regulations”), or the welfare state (“Social Policy”) are also

frequently linked to immigration across almost all political orientations. We retain these

top five topics, which account for at least 10% of all immigration-related topics in our

sample, and create five candidate-specific variables, Topicide for a given candidate i in

51The 13 topics are the following: Justice & Criminality, Health, Macroeconomic Policy, Environment,
Education, Social Policy, Human Rights & Discrimination, Work & Employment, Foreign Affairs & Aid,
Functioning of the State, Economic Regulations, and Cultural Policy. A detailed description of their
definition and our procedure can be found in Appendix B5.
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district d during election-year e. Topicide captures the likelihood that a given candidate

i refers to a given topic when discussing immigration, and zero otherwise.

Figure 6 presents the estimated coefficients on our main variable V SFR
de from five

separate IV regressions (based on Equation 4), each using one of the five main topics

covered in immigration-related sentences with the dependent variable equal to one if the

candidate mentions the topic in association with immigration and zero otherwise. While

the first three IV estimates at the top of Figure 6 are insignificant, the last two are

positive and significant at the 5% level. These results show that rising far-right support

in a district increases the likelihood that right-wing candidates associate immigration

with crime and social policy. This aligns with common far-right narratives portraying

immigrants as contributors to crime and as a strain on the welfare system. It also

reflects native concerns about immigration, often linked to criminality and public finances

(Dustmann and Preston, 2007; Alesina et al., 2022; Barrera-Rodŕıguez et al., 2024; Marie

and Pinotti, 2024).

Taken together, our results indicate that increasing electoral support for far-right par-

ties prompts right-wing candidates to emphasize immigration more, framing it negatively,

specifically in association with crime and the welfare state.

6.2 Is the Scope of Adjustment Limited to Immigration?

As a first step, we follow Di Tella et al. (2025) to investigate how far-right voting influences

the overall convergence between right-wing and far-right candidate manifestos. Table 4

thus replicates our baseline Table 2 using an alternative dependent variable: the overall

ideological proximity of each right-wing candidate’s manifesto to the far right (standard-

ized to have a mean of zero and a standard deviation of one). This measure captures the

semantic similarity between words used in right-wing and far-right manifestos, as detailed

in Appendix B5. Higher values indicate greater alignment with far-right rhetoric.

Our results show that as the far right gains electoral power, the ideological proximity

between right-wing and far-right discourse increases.52 While this finding reinforces earlier

evidence of right-wing candidates adapting to the FN’s rise, it remains unclear whether

this shift is confined to immigration or extends to other issues.

To investigate this question, we analyze the full set of right-wing candidate manifestos,

predicting the likelihood that a manifesto addresses one of the 14 topics shown in Figure

B19, including immigration, plus a residual category (not shown). We use a machine-

learning-based topic classification model trained on the French Agenda Project data to

assign probabilities to sentences based on their vector representations.

52Table 4 also indicates that this convergence is unrelated to the local share of immigrants.
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Table 4: Far-Right Electoral Success and Ideological Convergence between Right and
Far-Right Candidates’ Manifestos

OLS estimates 2SLS estimates

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

V SFR
de 1.857*** 2.307*** 2.252*** 2.370* 2.864** 3.004**

(0.374) (0.401) (0.392) (1.276) (1.392) (1.252)
ISde 0.302 0.131

(0.256) (0.422)
Dem. & Eco. Controls No Yes Yes No Yes Yes

Nb. Observations 5,471 5,471 5,471 5,471 5,471 5,471
KP F-test 36.518 31.273 11.678
SW F-test FR 36.518 41.678
SW F-test immig. 31.273 114.826

Notes: The dependent variable is a measure of ideological proximity of right-wing candidates’ man-
ifestos to the far right following Di Tella et al. (2025), as detailed in Appendix B5. This variable is
standardized to have a mean of zero and a standard deviation of one. Right-hand side variables vary
at the district-election-year level. The main regressor of interest is the share of votes for the far right.
Control variables include the share of immigrants, the share of persons aged 65 and older, the share
of low-educated individuals, the share of unemployed persons, the share of blue-collar workers, and
the share of manufacturing employment. All regressions include district and election-year fixed effects.
Standard errors (in parentheses) are clustered at the electoral district level. ***, **, * denote statistical
significance from zero at the 1%, 5%, and 10% significance level, respectively.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on data from French electoral data from 1968 to 1997, French censuses,
Gaultier-Voituriez (2016), and National Archives for the year 1997.

To measure the probability that a sentence addresses a given topic, we employ two

distinct approaches. We use a traditional Term Frequency-Inverse Document Frequency

(TF-IDF) transformation, as well as a more advanced embedding-based method, Sentence-

BERT (SBERT).53

Figure 7 presents the estimated impact of the share of votes for the far right on

each of the 13 topics identified in right-wing candidate manifestos, using the TF-IDF

method in Figure 7a and the SBERT approach in Figure 7b. The dependent variables

are standardized to ease comparison across estimates. We use the same set of regressors

as in Equation 4. All estimated coefficients are insignificant, except for immigration.

This result shows that an increase in the share of far-right vote shares raises only the

salience of immigration in right-wing candidates’ manifestos, while other topics remain

53Using either TF-IDF or SBERT approaches, the immigration topic probability is strongly correlated
with our benchmark share of immigration-related words across the full sample of political manifestos
(0.8 for TF-IDF and 0.6 for SBERT). Additionally, Appendix-Figure B16 uses the SBERT approach
and shows that far-right candidates are more likely to discuss immigration in their manifestos. Figure
B16 also shows that immigration received relatively little attention from right-wing candidates’ agendas
before 1981, but gained salience as the far right rose. This trend mirrors our earlier empirical facts based
on the share of immigration-related words in manifestos, suggesting that this alternative measure yields
qualitatively similar insights to our benchmark text analysis.
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largely unaffected by increasing competition with the far right.54

Figure 7: The Impact of Far-Right Electoral Scores on Right-Wing Manifesto Topics

(a) TF-IDF Vector Representation (b) SBERT Vector Representation

Notes: The figures plot the estimated coefficient on the share of votes for the far right on the probability
that a right-wing candidate’s manifesto discusses a specific topic listed on the y-axis. To build these
probabilities, Figure 7a applies a traditional Term Frequency-Inverse Document Frequency (TF-IDF)
transformation to manifestos, while Figure 7b uses a more advanced embedding-based method, Sentence-
BERT (SBERT). All dependent variables on the y-axis are standardized to have a mean of zero and
a standard deviation of one. Right-hand side variables vary at the district-election-year level. The
main regressor of interest is the share of votes for the far right. Control variables include the share of
immigrants, the share of persons aged 65 and older, the share of low-educated individuals, the share of
unemployed persons, the share of blue-collar workers, and the share of manufacturing employment. All
regressions include district and election-year fixed effects. Standard errors (in parentheses) are clustered
at the electoral district level. Confidence intervals are provided at the 95% and 90% levels.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on data from French electoral data from 1968 to 1997, French censuses,
Gaultier-Voituriez (2016), and National Archives for the year 1997.

In sum, our results show that right-wing candidates adjust their discourse in response

to rising political support for far-right parties, mostly emphasizing immigration. As a

result, the ideological convergence between right-wing and far-right candidates observed

in Table 4 is an issue-specific reaction rather than a broader ideological shift or a realign-

ment of other key right-wing policy areas toward far-right positions. To further illustrate

that immigration is a key driver of the electoral competition between right-wing and

far-right parties, we provide evidence in Appendix D6 that an increase in the salience

of immigration in a given district, driven by actual immigrant inflows, acts as a catalyst

for shifts in voting behavior, moving support from right-wing to far-right parties. Im-

migration is therefore as a key factor in understanding the political realignment on the

54The estimated coefficient for Justice & Criminality (although not statistically significant at con-
ventional levels) suggests that the likelihood of right-wing candidates emphasizing the theme of justice
and criminality in their manifestos may also increase in response to a rise in far-right voting. Appendix-
Table D8 thus replicates our baseline Table 2, replacing the dependent variable with the crime-related
share of words in right-wing manifestos instead of the share of immigration-related words. Although the
estimated coefficients on far-right voting are significantly positive, they remain small compared to our
previous findings on immigration-related words. While these results align with the far right’s focus on
insecurity, additional results in Appendix D5 indicate that this response mainly reflects the association
between immigration and criminality, rather than an independent focus on crime and insecurity.
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right, both right and far-right candidates competing for a similar conservative electorate

sensitive to the issue of immigration.

7 The Electoral Rationale Behind the Adjustment of

Mainstream Right-Wing Candidates

The results so far have shown that right-wing candidates respond to increased competition

from the far right by increasing the salience of immigration in their manifestos and

systematically adopting a negative stance on this issue. This accommodation strategy

is rational if shifting rhetoric helps retain conservative voters from defecting to the far

right (Spoon and Klüver, 2020; Hjorth and Larsen, 2022; Meguid, 2005). However, it may

backfire if, by adopting more anti-immigration positions, the right inadvertently pushes

this electorate toward the party perceived as most committed to the issue (Dahlström

and Sundell, 2012; Krause et al., 2023; Turnbull-Dugarte et al., 2025).

To empirically test the associated gains or loss of such a policy shift among right-wing

candidates, we augment our previous Equation 8 by interacting the electoral scores of the

far right in the previous organized election V SFR
de−1 with the average share of immigration-

related words in right-wing manifestos in a given election SWR
de. This interaction term

allows us to assess how the impact of far-right voting varies depending on the extent of

adjustments made by right-wing candidates. Our econometric equation becomes:

V SR
de = γ1V SFR

de−1 + γ2SW
R
de + γ3V SFR

de−1 × SWR
de + γ4ISde + δ′Xde + γd + γe + µde. (9)

Given that SWR
de is standardized with a mean of zero and a standard deviation of one, γ1

captures the local impact of the far-right vote share in the previous election on voting for

the mainstream right. Since an increase in far-right voting has been shown to come at the

expense of right-wing electoral scores, γ1 is expected to be negative. Then, γ3 measures

the differential impact of V SFR
de−1 on V SR

de for a one standard deviation increase in the

average share of immigration-related words in right-wing candidate manifestos (SWR
de).

A positive γ3 would indicate that increasing the salience of immigration in their policy

discourse helps right-wing candidates mitigate voter losses to the far right. In contrast,

γ3 = 0 would suggest that this political strategy has no effect, while γ3 < 0 would imply

that adopting far-right rhetoric exacerbates electoral losses.55

Table 5 reports the OLS and IV coefficients estimated from Equation 9. First, it con-

55It is worth mentioning that due to the endogenous nature of the adjustment among right-wing candi-
dates, we do not claim that our interpretation behind the estimates of Equation 9 is causal. Nonetheless,
it provides suggestive evidence of the potential electoral payoffs associated with aligning rhetoric with
that of the far right.
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Table 5: The Electoral Payoffs of Right-Wing Candidates’ Adjustments to the Far Right

Salience Framing Topic

OLS 2SLS 2SLS 2SLS 2SLS

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

V SFR
de−1 -0.544*** -0.950 -1.329** -5.244** -3.113**

(0.108) (0.782) (0.655) (2.374) (1.334)
SWde -0.044*** -0.340** -0.436**

(0.016) (0.135) (0.194)
SWde × V SFR

de−1 0.288** 3.595** 4.731**
(0.141) (1.594) (2.185)

Sentimentde -0.330**
(0.140)

Sentimentde × V SFR
de−1 5.169**

(2.221)
TopicCrime

de -0.244**
(0.103)

TopicCrime
de × V SFR

de−1 2.974**
(1.267)

ISde -0.192 -0.496 -0.258
(0.355) (0.453) (0.286)

Nb. Observations 1,017 1,017 1,017 1,017 1,017
KP F-test 2.352 2.337 1.559 1.714
SW F-test FR 5.160 11.442 5.639 15.930
SW F-test inter. 4.802 7.248 5.897 11.359
SW F-test immig. 52.446 26.631 36.319

Notes: The unit of observation is a district-election-year cell. The dependent variable is the
share of votes for right-wing parties. The main regressors of interest are the share of votes for
the far right in the previous election, along with its interactions with three alternative vari-
ables capturing right-wing parties’ adjustments on immigration. Our baseline variable SWde

in Columns 1-3 is the average share of immigration-related words in right-wing candidates’
manifestos. The variable Sentimentde in Column 4 captures the likelihood that at least one
right-wing candidate portrays immigration negatively. The variable TopicCrime

de in Column
5 captures the likelihood that at least one right-wing candidate associates immigration with
crime issues in its manifesto. Control variables include the share of immigrants, the share of
persons aged 65 and older, the share of low-educated individuals, the share of unemployed
persons, the share of blue-collar workers, and the share of manufacturing employment. All
regressions include district and election-year fixed effects. Standard errors (in parentheses)
are clustered at the electoral district level. ***, **, * denote statistical significance from zero
at the 1%, 5%, and 10% significance level, respectively.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on data from French electoral data from 1968 to 1997, French
censuses, Gaultier-Voituriez (2016), and National Archives for the year 1997.

firms that an increase in far-right vote shares is associated with significant vote losses for

right-wing candidates. For the right-wing candidate with an average level of immigration

salience in his manifesto, the IV estimate of γ1 in Column 3 implies that a one percent-

age point increase in far-right vote shares in a district where reduces the average share

of votes for right-wing candidates in that district by 1.33 percentage points. Moreover,

the estimated coefficient of the interaction term γ3 is positive and significant, indicating

that this negative effect is mitigated when right-wing candidates increase the salience of
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immigration in their manifestos.56

To gauge the importance of the dampening effect of adjustment on vote loss for right-

wing candidates, Figure 8a depicts the marginal impact of an increase in far-right voting

in the previous election, based on Column 3, for different values of SWR
de. Each plotted

coefficient is obtained as:

∂V SR
de

∂V SFR
de−1

= γ̂1 + γ̂3 × SWR
de, (10)

where SWR
de represents the corresponding values of the four thresholds defining the

quintiles of the SWR
de distribution. Figure 8a shows that the negative estimated impact

of a rise in far-right voting on the electoral support of right-wing parties diminishes as

the salience of immigration in right-wing candidate manifestos increases. These results

confirm the strategic rationale behind right-wing candidates’ adjustments. Emphasizing

immigration helps mitigate vote losses as the far right gains traction and emerges as a

significant electoral force.57

In Columns 4-5 in Table 5, we replicate the regression from Column 3 using alterna-

tive measures of right-wing manifesto adjustments at the district level. Specifically, we

take advantage of the previously defined Sentimentide and TopicCrime
ide variables, which

capture the likelihood that a given right-wing candidate portrays immigration negatively

or associates it with crime issues, respectively. We first compute the average value of

these variables for right-wing candidates in a given district-election cell. Then, to facil-

itate interpretation, we transform them into binary indicators equal to one if the value

is positive and zero otherwise. Thus, Sentimentde in Column 4 captures the likelihood

that at least one right-wing candidate portrays immigration negatively, while TopicCrime
de

in Column 5 captures the likelihood that at least one right-wing candidate associates

immigration with crime in their manifesto.

By design, the estimated coefficients on V SFR
de−1 in Columns 4-5 capture the marginal

impact of an increase in far-right votes in the previous election on the vote shares of

right-wing candidates when Sentimentde = 0 or TopicCrime
de = 0. In contrast, γ1 + γ3 for

these columns captures the marginal impact for right-wing candidates who shift their im-

migration rhetoric closer to that of the far right. The positive and statistically significant

coefficient on the interaction terms further supports the hypothesis of an electoral payoff

56The negative and significant coefficient γ2 for SWR
de suggests that increasing the salience of immi-

gration among right-wing candidates (in an extreme scenario where far-right parties have zero electoral
support) reduces their vote shares. This may indicate that when far-right ideological positions lack sup-
port, emphasizing immigration is electorally costly, as it may be perceived as a distraction from more
salient local issues.

57This result is robust to various specifications and definitions of the main variables as reported in
Table D12 in the appendix.
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Figure 8: Heterogeneous Effects of Far-Right Success on Mainstream Right-Wing Voting

(a) Salience

(b) Sentiment (Negative) (c) Topic (Immigration with Crime)

Notes: Figure 8a plots the marginal impact of an increase in far-right voting in the previous
election, evaluated at the quintile values of the SWR

de distribution as detailed in Equation 10.
Figure 8b plots the marginal impact of an increase in far-right voting in the previous election
for right-wing candidates, depending on whether they adopt a negative framing of immigra-
tion. Figure 8c plots the marginal impact of an increase in far-right voting in the previous
election for right-wing candidates, depending on whether they adopt a justice- and crime-
based rhetoric on immigration. Control variables include the share of immigrants, the share
of persons aged 65 and older, the share of low-educated individuals, the share of unemployed
persons, the share of blue-collar workers, and the share of manufacturing employment. All
regressions include district and election-year fixed effects. Confidence intervals are provided
at the 95% and 90% levels.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on data from French electoral data from 1968 to 1997, French
censuses, Gaultier-Voituriez (2016), and National Archives for the year 1997.

to right-wing adjustment. This appears strikingly in Figures 8b and 8c, where adopting

a negative stance on immigration offsets the adverse effect of far-right voting on electoral

support for right-wing parties.

8 Conclusions

This paper leverages the political shock created by the creation of the Front National in

1972 and its sudden electoral success in the 1980s to study the impact of the rise of the far

right on mainstream politics. Specifically, we study how mainstream candidates adjusted

their policy positions in response to increased electoral competition from far-right parties
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and assess the electoral consequences of these shifts.

We estimate the impact of far-right voting on the salience and framing of immigra-

tion issues in the manifestos of mainstream candidates in the first round of parliamentary

elections across French electoral districts between 1968 and 1997. An important identifi-

cation concern in our econometric framework is that our estimated effects may reflect a

spurious correlation driven by changes in public opinion and voter preferences. To isolate

the supply-driven changes of far-right voting, we exploit the 1965 presidential campaign

of the far-right candidate Jean-Louis Tixier-Vignancour, which played a crucial role in

establishing electoral footholds for the far right in the aftermath of World War II. We con-

struct a shift-share-type instrument based on the distribution of JLTV’s vote share across

electoral districts, allowing us to generate a plausible exogenous prediction of far-right

voting in subsequent parliamentary elections.

We provide new causal evidence that the far right’s electoral success triggered different

reactions from mainstream parties, with varying strategies depending on their proximity

to the far right on the political spectrum. Regarding right-wing candidates, we find that

they are more likely to align their rhetoric with anti-immigration stances. Not only did

right-wing candidates increase the salience of immigration in their manifestos, but they

also toughened their stance on immigration by adopting negative rhetoric and associating

it with crime and social concerns. Finally, we show that this strategy among right-wing

candidates was limited to immigration issues and helped them retain conservative voters

while preventing defections to the far right. As a result, the FN played a key role in

making immigration a salient issue across the entire right-wing political spectrum in

France.

In contrast, we find that the policy positions of mainstream left candidates are not

affected by local changes in far-right voting. The asymmetric response from right- and

left-wing candidates aligns with our findings that the electoral success of the far right

mostly increased electoral competition on the right side of the political spectrum, leading

to a significant decline in the electoral support for right-wing parties. Taken together, our

results indicate that right- and far-right parties compete for a similar electorate, which

can be mobilized around the topic of immigration.

Further research is needed to assess the extent to which our results generalize to

contexts where the far right is already well established. While the initial electoral threat

from a far-right breakthrough may be mitigated by policy adjustments from mainstream

candidates, such strategies risk backfiring over time by legitimizing the far-right agenda

(Meguid, 2005; Muis and Immerzeel, 2017; Krause et al., 2023). By normalizing far-right

discourse and signaling that tougher stances on immigration are necessary, right-wing

parties may ultimately reinforce the far right and strengthen its electoral support. As
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the far right has become a major force in national and local elections across many Western

countries, it is crucial to understand the dynamic impact of such policy adjustments on

the electoral success of mainstream parties.
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Appendix A Electoral Data

Appendix A1 Data and Sources

Sources. Electoral data come from the “Livrets Blancs”, which record election

results for each constituency, including voter turnout, votes for each candidate,

and candidates’ political labels, as defined by the Ministry of the Interior based

on self-reported political orientation. They have been digitized and provided to

us by Nicolas Sauger.

From political labels to political orientations. Table A1 reports how we

assign each political label (called “nuances” by the French Ministry of Interior)

to broader political orientations: Far Left, Left, Right, Far Right, and Other. We

first build on Piketty and Cagé (2023) to assign all political labels from 1962 to

1997 to Left (Left and Center-Left) and Right (Right and Center-Right) political

orientations. Then, following the classification of Pons and Tricaud (2018), we

extract far-left and far-right candidates from these broad groups to create two

additional categories.

Table A1: From Political Labels to Political Orientations

Year Far-Left Left Right Far-Right Other

1962 DIV
EXG

PC, PSU, RAD SOC, SFIO MODERES, MRP, MRP
VEME, CNI, UNR, IND
VEME, DIV GAUL

POUJAD,
DIV EXD

RAD CENT,
NON CL

1967 EXG PSU, SOC FED GAUCHE,
PC, APP PC

REP IND, CENTRE DEM,
MODERES, RALLIE,
UNR, DIV GAUL

ALL RE-
PUB, DIV
EXD

REGIONAL,
RAD DROITE

1968 EXG RADSOC-REPIND, PCF,
RADSOC, SOCFEDGAU,
PSU, APPPCF-PCF

CENTREDEM-CPDM,
MODERES, MODERES-
CPDM, MODERES-
RADSOC, REPINDUDR,
REPIND-DIVGAUL,
MODERES-REPIND,
REPINDUDR-UNR, UNR,
REPIND, DIVGAUL-UNR,
DIVGAUL, CPDM

DIVEXD,
ALL-
REPU

MVTREFORM,
NONCLASSE,
REGIONAL,
RADDROITE,
CENTRE-
DEM, RAD-
DROITE/REPIND,
TECKDEMO

1973 LO,
LCR,
OCI

DVG, PSUGSD, PSU,
PCF, MRGUGSD

DREFO, CDPURP, RI,
UDR, DVD, URP, CDP,
UDRURP, DIVGAUL,
RIURP

EXD RADREF

1978 EXG DVG, PS, PCF UDF, DVD, RPR EXD ECO

1981 EXG PS, DVG, PCF DVD, UDF, RPR EXD ECO

1988 EXG COM, SOC, MAJ, RDG,
ECO

DVD, UDF, RPR EXD, FRN REG

1993 EXG COM, VEC, SOC, RDG,
GEC, MAJ

UDF, RPR, DVD EXD, FRN DIV, REG

1997 EXG ECO, SOC, DVG, COM,
PRS

RPR, DVD, UDF FRN, EXD DIV

Sources: Authors’ elaboration on French Electoral Archives (Gaultier-Voituriez, 2016), Piketty and Cagé (2023), and Pons and
Tricaud (2018).
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Matching electoral and census data. A key challenge in our empirical anal-

ysis is the merging of census information with electoral data across districts.

While respondents’ districts are not included in the census data, they do provide

the municipality of residence for each individual. Using the correspondence ta-

bles provided by the Ministry of the Interior, we assign each municipality to its

1986 district and apply the same aggregation as described in Appendix A2 be-

low. The assignment of municipalities to the 1986 districts also requires tracking

municipalities over time (some of them have been merged, split, or absorbed).

We thus use a correspondence table listing all municipalities that have existed

between 1962 and 1999 to be able to follow them over time.

Number and shares of candidates across political orientations.

Figure A1: Number and Shares of Candidates by Political Orientation

(a) Number of Candidates (b) Share of Candidates

Notes: These graphs report the total number (Panel a) and the share (Panel b) of candidates
in parliamentary elections from each political orientation between 1962 and 1997.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on data on French Electoral Archives (Gaultier-Voituriez, 2016).

Appendix A2 Tracking Electoral Districts over Time

Metropolitan France is administratively divided into several regions, which are

further subdivided into departments. To ensure territorial representation in Par-

liament, the electoral code divides departments into, at least, two electoral dis-

tricts (“circoncscriptions”), corresponding to the number of deputies sitting in

the National Assembly. The number of seats was initially 465 in 1958 and in-

creased to 577 in 1986. Each constituency elects a single candidate. The electoral

districts are divided into counties (“cantons”), grouping a set of municipalities.

Our analysis requires tracking electoral districts over time, whose boundaries

vary following the 1986 redistricting. Based on Gaudillère (1995), we first identify

electoral districts that were not affected by the redistricting, which we leave

4



unchanged. Then, we re-aggregate the other electoral districts to maximize the

number of districts traceable over time, while minimizing the errors of assigning

counties to different electoral districts. Indeed, the aggregation of counties to

recreate constant electoral districts over time generates a residual number of

wrongly assigned counties. Although our reaggregation procedure minimizes such

errors, they cannot be entirely avoided. For this reason, we present additional

results showing that our findings are robust to the exclusion of electoral districts

with misidentified counties.

The French department of “Côte-d’Or”, depicted in Figure A2, is a repre-

sentative example of our methodology and the residual errors it can generate.

Between 1958 and 1986, this department was divided into four electoral districts

numbered 1 to 4. The 1986 electoral redistricting created a fifth electoral district

and also modified the layout of the existing electoral districts’ borders. Based on

the previously described allocation rule, we reaggregate the electoral districts 1,

2, and 4 from 1958 to create a new large electoral district. All other counties are

merged to create a second electoral district, which mostly corresponds to district

3 from 1958. This reaggregation into two larger electoral districts generates an

assignment error for the county of “Gevrey-Chambertin”, which is wrongly asso-

ciated with the second newly generated electoral district, even though it belonged

to the first district of 1958, which is part of the first newly generated district.

All other counties are correctly assigned and it is important to note that there is

no other alternative division possible that would lead to the creation of two (or

more) electoral districts and that would further reduce the number of wrongly

assigned counties. By following this methodology for each of the 90 departments,

we obtain a final division of the territory into 204 electoral districts. 50% of them

contains no wrongly assigned cantons, while 22% have one, 12% have two, and

16% have three.
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Figure A2: 1986 Redistricting in Côte d’Or

Notes: These two maps show changes in canton borders in the “Côte-d’Or” department fol-
lowing the 1986 redistricting.
Sources: Authors’ elaborations on Gaudillère (1995).
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Appendix A3 Raw Correlations

Figure A3: Cross Correlations

Notes: This figure reports cross-correlations between vote shares by political orientation and
immigrant shares at the district-year level, 1962–1997.
Sources: Author’s elaboration on French electoral data from 1962 to 1997.

Figure A4: Vote Shares Correlation with Right Candidates

Notes: This figure reports the district-year correlation between the shares of votes of right-
wing candidates and their two main competitors, the left and the far right.
Sources: Authors’ elaboration on French electoral data from 1962 to 1997.
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